
2Ti 4:1  I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who
shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; 
2Ti 4:2  Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove,
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 

Preaching The Word of God

In the day and age in which we live there is a great and growing need
for the preaching of the word of God. There is a great deal of preaching
going on to be sure, but very rare is the man who will preach the whole
counsel of God’s word. Too many are worried about the possibility of losing
the crowd or even being asked to leave the church if they take a stand on the
word of God. God help us to be willing to stand in the face of opposition.
There is a greater reward that awaits faithfulness, than we could ever
receive from our fellow man here in this life. It is time to search our own
hearts, to call upon God, and to prayerfully seek and preach that which He
would have us too. And this, in spite of adversity. God help us to make up
our minds to do so.

There was a young man who had not long surrendered to preach the
gospel. He sought advice from many older men of God as to how to execute
the office to which God had called him. One of the men told him to be
prepared for the worst that men had. He said, “Twenty years ago people
wanted to hear preaching, real preaching. People expected to be told how to
live when a man of God stood up. Now they are doing just what Paul wrote
to Timothy about. They are ‘enduring’ sound doctrine. The time is soon
coming that they will no longer ‘endure’ and they will heap to themselves
teachers having itching ears.” This preacher advised the younger preacher
to be prepared to work a job for the rest of his life because he did not believe
that churches would be wanting to support a full-time pastor in the near
future. This seems to be the case in most quarters. 

Now, ten years later, it is just as the older preacher said. “Churches
are not going to want anyone who will stand.” Sadly enough, the
“endurance” is about gone. Churches are heaping to themselves teachers
having itching ears. However, all seem to have itching ears. The majority of
church members have ears that itch for the “feel-good” non-offensive
preaching of our modern day pulpiteers which is ringing across the
airwaves and from the pulpits across our nation. And most preachers are
plagued with ears that itch for praise from the people that they preach too,
as well a palms that itch for the rewards for their feel-good sermonettes. 

One deacon in particular actually told his pastor that there is no need
to preach in the mid-week service but to give a short “sermonette” and let
everyone go home. Not long after that meeting the pastor was told that the
church was not going to follow him and he was asked to leave.



It is time to dig in, prepare for the fight and preach. Preach the whole
counsel of God as we are commanded. Preach the Word of God in it’s
entirety. Teach our people how to live. And if you have to suffer being
chased away, then leave with the satisfaction of knowing that you have done
what God has called you to do. Leave with dignity and pity those who have
abused you. It is going to get worse before the Lord returns.

Look again at what Paul said to Timothy.....

 2Ti 4:1  I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who
shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; 
2Ti 4:2  Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove,
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 

...and take heart to do what God would have you too. It may not
always feel good, but it is right. 

“I Charge Thee”

Paul was not simply advising Timothy to preach. He was commanding
him to preach. When he said that he “charged” him, he was telling him that
he was placing a great responsibility upon his shoulders. Paul was placing a
great burden on this man Timothy. And that before God and the Lord Jesus
Christ, the Judge of the quick and the dead. This is no small matter to be
entered into because of a simple desire. It is a command to be met with a
determination that cannot be swayed. A man of God can not escape the
desire to preach the word of God. Paul said “woe unto me if I preach not the
gospel.” Jeremiah said that when he made up his mind to be silent, the
word of God was as a fire in his bones. If a man has any preach in him then
he must preach. 



Preach the Word 

We must preach the word, it must go forth, but how?

In order for the word of God to be preached effectively, it must go forth...

I.     In Power...

There are many great speakers, gifted orators. Many men are
wonderful pulpiteers. But there are few great preachers today. It shows in
the fruits of their labours. Jesus told us that we would know them by their
fruits. The great problem is that this is one aspect of christianity that is
forgotten. That of trying the spirits. One reason is that men can not get past
the material things in life. Men are so near sighted that they are no longer
able to indentify truth when they see it. Oh friend, many men are deceived
by the wealth of some preachers. Many see a man who is dressing like a
million dollars, who can reach out to the hearts of men in such a way as to
make them take a step toward the altar, even though God may never have
dealt with them at all. We must remember first of all that the Gospel is the
power of God unto salvation unto them that believe. It is not what God has
done for me, it is not what God has given you. It is not a stirring of emotions
after hearing a moving story of an abused child or a heartbroken mother or
father. It is the Gospel. I may have cried when old yeller died but that type of
stirring of emotions is not what it takes to save the soul of a sinner going to
hell. It is the Word of God. 

As a preacher one of the most difficult things for some to do is to
make a workable outline. This being true, many who can’t make a workable
outline are superb preachers. While many who know all the little trivialities
of how to use their Roman numerals and their alphabet can’t preach a lick.
At the same time, there are those who try and teach their “technique” for
preparing sermons. They are turning out monster cookie preachers by the
thousands who can make outstanding outlines yet there is no power in their 
preaching. 

The only advice that I can give a preacher is to read the word of God.
Study the word of God. Get in the word of God!  If you will be faithful to the
word of God, then when you are reading a message may leap off the pages of
the Scriptures and burn so deep into your soul that you can’t get it all out in
a single message. When God puts a desire into your heart to preach a verse
of scripture, dig into that verse of scripture and see what precious message
you find there. You will find that the word of God is bursting with fresh and
powerful messages. The kind of messages that can change the lives of those
who hear it preached. The kind of message that can change the one who
preaches it. A message that has POWER from God on high, because that is



where it came from. So few preachers have power in their messages today
because they get them from the wrong place, and preach them for the wrong
reasons. We are not to preach just to get a response from the people. We
are not to preach just to prove our point. And we are most certainly not to
preach just to get at someone who may have upset or hurt us. If God gives
us a message, we preach that message because “woe is me” if we do not!

If we would preach the Word of God in the power of the Holy Spirit,
then we must preach the Word that the Holy Spirit gives us, and not just
what we want to at the time. 

            There is no doubt that at times a pastor has to deal with certain things
in preaching to his people. God will lead and give him wisdom to do the
work that He has for him to do. There may be a problem in the church that
must be taught on in order for the church to have a more clear under-
standing of what should be done in a particular situation. That is an ab-
solute truth. A pastor-teacher must teach those things that are needful for
the church to grow on. Still, only in the leadership of the Holy Spirit. And
then it will have the necessary power to do the work that God has in mind. 

In order to preach the Word of God in power, we must first preach the
word of God. Not the desires of man.

II.   In Purity...

The Word of God must be preached in purity. In purity of mind, heart
and also text. It must be the true word of God. So weak is the church in our
day because there is so much confusion concerning the truth. Many new
books have been printed in the last few hundred years and had the word
Bible place upon them. They are just that, “New Books” with the Words
“Holy Bible” written on them. They are not the word of God. There can only
be one word of God. If one is the other can not be. Millions of people came
to a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ because of the preaching of
the King James Bible. No wonder the devil wanted to come up with a
counterfeit. The 1611 KJV was just too powerful for the devil. So now he has
a book for every belief and every desire of the religious world. They can all
go to hell carrying their own book of doctrines and beliefs. There are many
excuses for people not using the King James Bible.

“It’s just so complicated with all of those ‘thee’s and thou’s’ in it.”

“You just can’t read it and understand it, it is just too complicated.”



If a “thee” or a “thou” is enough to get you confused, then don’t even
look at the names that are throughout the word of God. They will really
blow your mind. Some people use them as an excuse but they are pretty
much the same. I thank God that I don’t have to know how to pronounce all
the names that I try to read in order to be saved. The real problem is not all
the “thee’s” and “thou’s”, but all the thou shalt not’s. I wonder, if a doctor
gave them a prescription to be filled, knowing that their lives depended on
the proper medication, how many people would simply buy a bottle of
aspirin because they could at least read the label. 

At the same time, in order for the word of God to be preached in
purity, there must also be the proper vessel for it’s delivery. If a man came
to your home selling lemonade from a tar-kettle you would think him
insane. You would not want to eat from the hands of a man who has just
walked from the slaughter house, his hands covered with the blood and
internal organs of the beasts that he has been killing. But people don’t care
anymore what it is that is doing the preaching. 

Men are caught in adulterous relationships, they are caught
embezzling money, molesting children, and still they mount pulpits all
across America. Homosexuals, women, drug addicts, pornography addicts
are being allowed to continue to fill pulpits when they have been
discovered. When they ought to be required to surrender their licenses and
their ordinations revoked. That is forgotten today. It is a sad day when
those who claim to believe the word of God will continue to allow ungodly
men to fill a pulpit, and allow women to preach. It is no wonder that
religion has become a dirty word today. There is a word being preached but
not the word of God. There is a vast supply of perversions of scripture on
the bookshelves of stores all over the country, being preached out of by un-
qualified individuals and leading the world to hell with a “keep paying me”
smile on their faces and giving “religion” a horrible reputation. God help us 
to get back to the old fashioned standard that a man of God is to be an
example of the believers. 

In order for the word to go forth in purity, it must be the pure word
preached from a true heart, of a qualified man of God. 

III. In Passion...

Another requirement for the effective preaching of the word of God is
a burning and unquenchable passion for sharing the truth of God’s Word
with others. The three things that a child of God most desires are 



1. The assurance of salvation,

2. An understanding of the Scriptures,

3. The ability to make Chist known to others.

This is not lost on preachers. There must be a passion for souls in
order for preaching to be effective. The opportunity to boast of how many
times and where one preaches is not passion. It is proud and somewhat
vain. In our day, it seems that people think that the busier that people are
the more that they are doing. If you remember, Mary and Martha were both
in the same room with the Lord. Martha was working herself to death. She
was cumbered about with her labors; but Mary was in worship. She had a
passion for Jesus. If we could just get back to a passionate desire to please
the Lord then we would passionately seek to carry the message of the
Gospel to a lost and a dying world. We would be passionately seeking to see
those saved that the Lord gave Himself to die for. Instead of wanting to “do”
we would be wanting to serve the Lord and see souls saved by His Grace.

In Conclusion

To preach the word of God effectively, seek the Word that God would
have you preach. Preach the pure word of God in sincerity. Preach as if
every soul within hearing may depend upon your words to see their need
for repentance. They well may.  


