
Genesis 

Lesson 8 

 

Genesis 3:7-19;  “And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were 

naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves aprons.” 

  

 Here we see that they now have an awareness of sin.  In the days in which we live we 

speak of the age of accountability.  We ought to call it the age of the knowledge of 

accountability.  This is the time in the life of every individual that our eyes are opened and we 

have an understanding of exactly what we are, there is an awareness of the fact that we are 

sinners that brings us to the place that we must make a decision as to which way our life is to 

go.   

 Adam and Eve have just reached that place in this verse that is the end of innocence 

and the beginning of their guilt before God. 

 What was their first reaction to the realization of their guilt?  “They sewed fig leaves 

together, and made themselves aprons.”  Just like modern man.  Things are no different 

today.  Men try to hide behind what they believe to be their own goodness.  There is an 

attempt made to convince others of the fact that we must be ok.  Men may say “well, I am 

honest in my dealings with my fellow man,  I give to the poor, I support the church, and I give 

to missions.  I attend worship regularly.  I am a good person.”  All these things add up to one 

final answer,  “nothing but leaves.”  All our righteousnesses are as filthy rags in the sight of a 

Holy God.  As the songwriter says, it is “nought of good that I have done, nothing but the 

blood of Jesus.”  That is all that counts.  We deserve nothing from God.  No man can stand 

before God on his own merits.  And men know this, they may fool others but not themselves 

and certainly not God.  

 We see this here in verse 8.  Adam and Eve had sewed those fig leaves together.  They 

had made themselves aprons to cover their nakedness.  With the works of their own hands 

they had hidden their nakedness from one another.  But still they knew that their own works 

would not stand the test of those eyes that are as a flame of fire.  The all knowing eyes of 



God would see right through all of the attempts that they could make at hiding themselves 

from Him.  So they hid themselves amongst the trees of the garden. 

 Can you imagine what must have been going through Adam’s mind?  He is hiding in 

the bushes and he hears God call out,  “Where art thou?”  That question pierced to his very 

soul.  God knew where Adam was, He knew exactly where Adam was.  He did not ask this 

question because He did not know.  God asked this question because He wanted Adam to 

know.  He wanted Adam to look at himself, his circumstance, and to think about what he had 

done, and what it cost him. That question still rings forth today. Where art thou?  Adam had 

to think about his situation.  Here he was hiding from the very God that had given him all that 

he had. They had walked together in fellowship just yesterday.  And now, look at him, hiding, 

a fugitive.  Hiding from God. 

 That is exactly what men do today.  They try to hide from God.  Me sew together the 

fig leaves of religion and works to try and hide what they are.  Men will say, “Well, I am a 

good person.” And still, just like Adam they know that nothing they can do can make them 

worthy to stand before God.  And they hide behind their own ideas about themselves among 

the trees of humanity.  No matter how hard they may try, no matter who they may be able to 

fool.  One day the question will ring forth to them, “Where art thou”. 

 Dr. Oliver B. Greene said that this is one of the greatest questions that has ever been 

asked.  The second question you will find in the word of God; the first question being the one 

that the serpent asked Eve, “Yea hath God said?” 

 God came walking in the garden and asked “Where art thou?”  This made them 

remember.  Though they had garments made to cover their nakedness they had a guilty 

conscience and were unable to stand before God. 

 Adam’s first strategy was to try and hide his shame with the apron of fig leaves and 

this strategy failed.  He knew he was guilty before God and he could not hide it from Him.  He 

was guilty because God had told him specifically not to eat of the fruit of that tree.  He had 

knowingly disobeyed God.  When God asked him how he knew he was naked he tried to lay 

the blame on Eve, but it didn’t work.  Adam’s sin was his own fault, he had failed.  When God 

asked Eve, “What is this that thou hast done?” Eve had to give an account for her own sins.  

He went first to Adam because Adam was first formed and was responsible to guide the 

house but that did not relieve Eve of her responsibility for her own sins.  She had to give 

account for herself.  Still, she tried to put blame for her sins on the serpent. 

 Mankind has not changed.  Men try to blame their faults and failures on all kinds of 

things.  A man who chooses to indulge in alcohol to excess is called an alcoholic.  It is said to 

be a disease and this places responsibility outside the arena of man’s free will.  The bible calls 



this a drunkard and condemns it as sin.  A man who is a rapist or murderer is said to have had 

a bad childhood, maybe he was abused as a child, modern psychology will blame the way he 

was brought up for the way he turned out.  This same psychology tries to tell us that you 

should not discipline a child because they are just too young to learn, yet every problem they 

seem to analyze started in their childhood.  Modern psychology is a contradiction in terms to 

be honest with you.  A petty thief is called a kleptomaniac, a man who is on drugs is called 

and addict, and they are said to be in need of treatment,  seems like they are getting too 

much treatment already.  A man that is involved in the habit of pornography is said to have 

an addiction as well.  In reality, it is perversion.   

  All of these attempts to pass the buck ultimately fail because when you stand before 

God all give an account for themselves and their own actions.  We won’t be able to pass the 

buck under the gaze of Almighty God.  And one day we will all stand before God.  No covering 

will hide what we are on that day.  Going to church and going through religious exercises and 

good works won’t be enough on that day.  Nothing but leaves. 

( NOTE: In Adam and Eve’s responses to God there is no confession either.  They tried to pass 

the buck and never confessed.  It is still the same today.  No one seems willing to confess 

their sins.) 

 Because of man’s sin, judgment must now be executed. Because of man’s sin, God 

must deal with him and judge him.  Sin must be paid for.  Not one sin can go unnoticed or 

unjudged.  For this to happen God would cease to be Holy. 

 We know that God speaks to the serpent.  “Because thou has done this”  Again all will 

give an account for their own sins.  The serpent did not force anyone to do anything but Eve 

was beguiled.  She chose for herself.  Adam was not deceived but chose for himself.  They 

gave account for their actions.  The serpent beguiled Eve and now must pay. 

 God said, “I will put enmity between thee” (that is Satan) “and the woman, between 

thy seed and her seed,” (that is Christ) “it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt ruise his heel.” 

 This is a tremendous statement.  The main thought here is not the ultimate victory 

that should come, but the long struggle until victory is realized.  This verse reveals the fact 

that there is to be a long continued struggle between good and evil.  This, as we have seen 

before, is exactly what you find throughout the rest of Scripture.  Jesus told the Pharisees in 

Jn 8:44 “Ye are of your father the devil, and the lust of your father ye will do.  He was a 

murderer from the beginning and abode not in the truth for there is no truth in him.  When he 

speaketh a lie he speaketh of his own for he is a liar and the father of it.” 



 Jesus made the distinction between the children of God and the children of Satan.  

John mentions this conflict in 1Jn 3:10. “In this the children of God are manifest, and the 

children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth 

not his brother.”  In this we see the fact that there is a conflict, a struggle, as well as two 

seeds in the world.  There is now a long struggle that has been raging between good and evil 

for thousands of years and will one day culminate in the ultimate final victory.  But the long 

struggle is what we want to notice here.   

 We may also note that we see in this verse the first hint of the virgin birth of Christ.  

We see this in that the Lord said, “her seed”, and not the man’s seed.  After cursing the devil 

with these words the Lord then turns His attention to the woman, “I will greatly multiply thy 

sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be 

to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.”  This is the judgment upon woman.  She can not 

bring a child into the world without sorrow.  Isn’t it interesting that this should be true?  The 

very thing that brings joy into life and continues the human family has to come through 

sorrow.  There is a misconception among some that childbearing is a curse but this is not so.  

God had already blessed them with the ability to reproduce.  He had already commanded 

them to be fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth.  The curse was the sorrow and the 

pain that the woman must endure.  It is also notable that a mother has been at the very edge 

of death itself to bring that precious child into the world.  What is even more to add to the 

woman’s sorrow is the fact that our children are born with the same depraved nature that we 

were.  They are not born Christians.  Often a loving mother is forced to watch helplessly with 

a broken heart as her precious son or daughter goes astray.   

 God further said to Eve “and thy desire shall be to thy husband and he shall rule over 

thee.”  In this we see a truth that is all but forgotten in our day.  God is not here speaking of 

the love that she will have for her husband nor the desire for physical affection.  We see here 

the desire in her to be in her husband’s position.  God is here telling the woman that she is to 

be in subjection to her own husband.  She will have him to rule over her.  This is one thing 

that is the downfall of many a family.  Some women refuse to submit to the authority that 

God has placed upon the man.  Many women will rebel and fight against this.  Adam did not 

ask for all the added responsibility, God placed it on him.  Eve did not desire to submit by was 

commanded to be in submission.  Women who not only despise their husbands but try to 

dominate them fail to realize that they violate a divine law and rebel against a divine 

judgment.  We find later that God’s word commands “Wives, be in subjection to your own 

husbands.”  (Ephesians 5:22) 

 One thought that should help an overbearing wife to tame her tongue and cease to 

manipulate is this.  More than ¾  of all homosexuals had overbearing mothers.  There is a 



natural desire in boys to be like the dominant member of the household, therefore many 

domineering mothers have the burden of a homosexual child on their consciences.  

 There are some, however, that are forced to manage a household, raise the kids, make 

the living, take care of the discipline in the home, and rule the business affairs of the home 

because they have a sorry husband who won’t take care of his own.  There was a time that a 

community could help women in such a situation as this.  Today it is against the law for the 

men of a community to deal with such men.   

 We need to remember that though a woman is commanded by God to be in 

subjection, she still is not a slave, nor a maid.  God commands husbands to love their wives. 

(Ephesians 5:25) “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ loved the church and gave 

himself for it.” 

 With this in mind let’s look at what God said to Adam in Gen. 3:17-19.  First he said 

“Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and has eaten of the tree, of which 

I commanded thee, Thou shalt not eat of it:”  We see God’s justice in His judgment.  There is 

none who can reply against God.  He stated the evidence before He pronounced the verdict.  

There is no arguing with the truth for it does not change.  The word hearkened in this verse 

means to give respectful attention too.  God is showing Adam that his transgression had it’s 

beginning in his thoughts, his mind.  He listened to the woman and chose her over God.  We 

don’t know what she might have said but Adam thought about what he was doing and we 

already studied the fact that he was not deceived.  He knew exactly what he was doing.  So 

Adam’s sin was two fold, (1) he allowed Eve to offer this forbidden fruit to him,  and (2) he 

disobeyed God.   

 In this we see a great example of why we should not listen to those that we know to 

be false teachers.  You be careful who you listen too.  A little leaven leaveneth the whole 

lump.  This is a truth we should apply to every aspect of our lives.   

 We should be careful who we fellowship with.  If there is sin or there are sinful habits 

in the lives of our friends, family, or even brethren, we are not to be around that sin.  Luke 

16:10 that if a man is not faithful in the little things, he will not be faithful in the bigger 

things.  We also know from scripture that a double minded man is unstable in all his ways. 

 Adam was commanded not to eat of that fruit.  It did not matter what anyone else 

did.  You are commanded not to do some things, it does not matter what any one else does.   

 God has shown Adam his sin, and then He pronounced judgment for that sin, “cursed 

be the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; Thorns also 

and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field:” 



 God has banished Adam from the Garden.  The ground is cursed for his sake.  Now 

Adam is to work, to till the ground, sow seed, to toil for survival.  No more will he enjoy the 

atmosphere of his perfect home in the garden of Eden.  All he needed was there for him, and 

now it was inaccessible.  He must labor, toil, and sweat in order to survive.  The sentence of 

death is passed upon Adam.  Now, thousands of years later, every time there is a funeral we 

are reminded of Adam’s sin.  As by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin, so 

death passed upon all men for that all have sinned. (Romans 5:12)  Sin is why men die today.  

We have enough sin in us to kill us. 

  

 

 

  

 


