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Lesson 13 

 
But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD. These are the generations 
of Noah: Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah 
walked with God.  And Noah begot three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 
The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with 
violence. And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for 
all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth. And God said unto Noah, 
The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence 
through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth.  Make thee 
an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch 
it within and without with pitch. And this is the fashion which thou shalt 
make it of: The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, the breadth 
of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits. A window shalt thou 
make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above; and the door of 
the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; with lower, second, and third 
stories shalt thou make it.  

Gen 6:8-16   
 

Noah’s Ark 

There are many ideas among religious commentators and secular 

historians alike as to what Noah’s ark must have been.  Some believe it must 

have been a huge log raft or barge with an enormous hut on top of it; some 

believe that it must have been built more like a ship than a barge.  One 

commentator says it was 450 feet long (300 cubits), 75 feet wide (50 cubits), 

and 45 feet high (30 cubits).  Another says it was 562 ½ feet long, 93 ½ feet 

wide, and 56 ¼ feet deep.  Even though men can’t agree on the actual 

dimensions of the ark, they can agree that the dimensions are very much 

realistically proportioned for a vessel of that size.  It is very unlikely that the 

ark would have been built to it’s specific dimensions by accident. Someone 

had to know just how wide and deep a vessel of that length must be in order 

to remain afloat. 

It is believed that the ark contained about 3,500,000 cubic feet.  There was 

no pilot mentioned for the ark.  Of course we know that God piloted the ark.  



Sir Walter Raleigh, one of England’s finest ship masters of the past said that 

the ark was not raised in form of a ship with a sharp bow to cut the waves 

for speed, but that it was built with the maximum storage capacity, and with 

a flat bottom.  It was built not to navigate but to ride steadily upon the 

water.   

The ark was inarguably very well suited to do what God knew it must do.  

But there is a great deal to note about the ark in the typological aspect of 

study. 

It was built by Noah the way God had commanded him to build it.  And he 

and his wife, his three sons and their wives were sheltered from the awful 

wrath of God in this ark.  This is without a doubt one of the best 

representations of the believer’s salvation in Christ that is to be found in the 

word of God.   

First of all we see the ark to be of Divine provision.  It is clear from Genesis 

6:13-14 that God already had in mind a way to escape.  He already had in 

mind a means of escape for His chosen few;  Before the first raindrop  fell.   

The ark was not sent after the flood had begun to rise upon the earth but 

God commanded Noah to build it before it began.  In the same way, the 

finished work of Christ was no afterthought with God.  God did not just 

decide to redeem man after sin had polluted His creation.  Back in eternity 

past He had already purposed to redeem a people unto Himself.  This is why 

Christ is known as  

“a lamb slain from the foundation of the world.”  Revelation 13:8 

The ark was God’s provision for sinners just as Christ is God’s provision for 

sinners.  This truth is exactly what Jesus is alluding to in Matthew 24:37. 

“But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the son of man 

be.” 

I explained last time we looked at our lessons in Genesis how that Matthew 

24 is primarily written to the Jews about their future.  In the first 31 verses 

of Matthew 24, Jesus is telling them about the time of Jacob’s trouble, the 

Great Tribulation to come.  We have to remember to keep this chapter in 

proper context.  Look back now at Matthew 24:1-3.  

And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and his disciples came 
to him for to show him the buildings of the temple. And Jesus said unto 
them, See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, There shall not be 
left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down. And as he 



sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, 
Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy 
coming, and of the end of the world?  

Mat 24:1-3   

 

The remainder of these 51 verses in Matthew 24 is spoken in answer to the 

question the lord was asked in verse 3. 

This question has three parts, and Jesus answers the first and the second 

parts for them… 

Part 1… 

“When shall these things be?” 

This is asked in response to what Jesus has told them about the buildings of 

the Temple in verse 2.  He answers in verse 15. (abomination of desolation, 

Daniel 9:27; 11:31; 12:11;    2Thessalonians 2:3,4)  

Part 2… 

“what shall be the sign of thy coming?” 

Jesus has  told them the sigh of the Great Tribulation, but now His coming.  

This will be at the close of the Great Tribulation.  And all shall see it come to 

pass.  None is going to miss it, it will be so Glorious. (notice verses 27-31) 

For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; 
so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.  For wheresoever the carcass 
is, there will the eagles be gathered together.  Immediately after the 
tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not 
give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the 
heavens shall be shaken: And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man 
in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall 
see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great 
glory. And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they 
shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven 
to the other.  

Mat 24:27-31   
 

And in verse 31 you see the last event of the Tribulation, the gathering 

together of His elect.  But the end of the world will not be until after the 

1,000 year reign;  After the judgment at the Great White Throne in 



Revelation 20:11-15.  Then in chapter 21 of Revelation we see that the 

heaven and the earth shall pass away.  All of these things are coming in 

judgment upon Israel. 

Jesus warns them of the awful future but looking now at verse 32 of 

Matthew 24 it is as if  Jesus has showed them all the horror of the  

Tribulation in order to give them some good news.  He says,  in a sense,  to 

just “wait a minute now, it looks bad, but there is something for you to look 

at to warn you of  all these things.  And He tells them the parable of the fig 

tree to show them that there are signs to watch for.  But He gives them a 

message of hope that is, for the most part, passed by unnoticed.   

“But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man 

be.” 

And immediately after telling about the days of Noah Jesus describes for 

them the ‘catching away’ or the Rapture of the Church in verses 40-44. 

Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left. 
Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the 
other left. Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth 
come. But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what 
watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have 
suffered his house to be broken up. Therefore be ye also ready: for in such 
an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.  

Mat 24:40-40   
 

Matthew chapter 24 is primarily to the Jews, but why would the Lord tell 

about the church?  I refer back to verse 37.  What the Lord is telling them is 

that the men of Noah’s day had the ark.  All they had to do was believe and 

enter the ark to be saved from the flood, from the judgment of God.  Now 

there is the church.  All that men must do is  truly believe the gospel 

message of the church, the message that we, as the church, carry to a lost 

and dying world, and to enter into Christ.  The ark is a picture of Jesus in 

that it was provided for men as escape from the awful judgment of God.  

That is what Jesus is telling them in this last half of Matthew chapter 24. 

Notice this also about the ark.  God had Noah build it by His own design.  

Noah did not invent the ark.  God did all by His own design.  God  had all of 

this planned and it was to be done as He dictated. 

There are many religions invented by men today.  There are many “faiths”, 

so-called, that are purley the invention of the hearts and minds of men.  

There is, however, only one way.  That is Jesus. 



Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by me.  

Joh 14:6   
 

“And the Lord said unto Noah, come thou and all thine house into the ark.”  

Genesis 7:1 

Notice that this is an invitation and not a command.  This is the first time 

that the word “come”  is used in scripture.  In inviting Noah to “come” into 

the ark, the Lord was letting Noah know that He’d be with Him there.  Just 

as Jesus says “Come unto me, and I will give you rest.” 

The ark was also secure.  It was pitched within and without with pitch.  No 

matter how high the water rose or how hard it rained, those inside the ark 

were secure.  This is a picture of how our life is “hid in Christ in God” (Coll. 

3:3).  And after the waters of the flood had abated, all that were in the ark 

came out.  This reminds us of our Lord’s words,  “Of them which thou 

gavest me have I lost none.” (John 18:9) 

Notice also that the ark had only one door.  Only one way in.  One way to 

escape the Wrath of God. “I am the door.” (John 10:9) And the door was in 

the “side” of the ark which points to the pierced side of Jesus on Calvary.   

The ark unmistakably foreshadows Jesus passing through the Judgment of 

God.  All those who were on board were preserved.  They were protected 

from the flood which was sent in God’s wrath.  And all who are in Jesus will 

be preserved from the judgment of God on this earth during that great 

tribulation to come. 

The ark being divided into three stories is also a picture of our Triune God: 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  It pictures for us our three fold redemption 

which we have in Christ; For through Him God has made provision for the 

redemption of our three part constitution; body, soul, and spirit.  It also 

pictures for us our three fold salvation. 

1.   we have been saved from the penalty of sin. 

2.  we are being saved from the power of sin. 

3.  we shall be saved from the presence of sin. 

The window in the top of the ark was fixed above them.  This would keep 

their gaze heavenward and not on things below.  This is what God did in the 



wilderness with the pillar of cloud by day, and the pillar of fire by night.  He 

kept the people looking heavenward.  We are not to focus on, or be 

distracted by the difficulties or dangers of this life but we are to be ever 

“Looking unto Jesus the Author and finisher of our faith;” He is to be our 

focus in this life, and He will be our guide.  He’s no longer meek and lowly, 

but He is high and lifted up; On the right hand of the Majesty on High.   

We see the atonement pictured in the pitch within and without on the ark.  

“Make thee an ark of Gopher wood, rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and 

shalt pitch it within and without with pitch.”  The Hebrew word used here 

which is interpreted “pitch” is not the Hebrew word commonly used for 

pitch.  The word commonly used is “zetteth”  and it is translated  “pitch” in 

our King James Bible.  The word here used is “kapher” and it is translated 

seventy times in the old testament as “to make atonement”.  The simple 

meaning of “kapher” is “to cover”.  Because God is Holy and of “purer eyes 

than to behold evil, and canst not look upon iniquity.” (meaning without 

judging it) our sins must be covered.  We received atonement when we got 

saved.  We are covered by the blood of Jesus for time and eternity.  “And 

not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 

we have now received the atonement.” (Romans 5:11) Just as the storm 

must have raged and beat upon the ark, Jesus endured the judgment of God 

for our sins on the cross.  This word “kapher” or “to cover” is used for the 

first time in scripture to describe the pitch used on the ark.  It teaches us 

that atonement is the only shelter from God’s wrath and we receive it by the 

Blood of Jesus. 

According to Mr. William Lincoln, “There seems no reason to doubt that the 

day that ark rested on the mountains of Ararat is identical with the day on 

which the Lord rose from the dead.  It rested on the seventeenth day of the 

seventh month.  But by the commandment of the Lord given at the time of 

the institution of the feast of the Passover, the seventh month was changed 

to the first month.  Then three days after Passover, (which would have been 

the seventeenth day of the month for the Passover was on the fourteenth 

day of the month), the Lord, having passed quite through the waters of 

judgment, stood in resurrection in the midst of His disciples, saying, ‘Peace 

be unto you’.  They as well as Himself had reached the Haven of everlasting 

rest.” 

[ NOTE: Parenthesis in previous paragraph inserted by author] 

 

 



 

 

“And God remembered Noah,”   Genesis 8:1 

This is no implication at all that God had ever forgotten Noah and his 

family.  Noah may have felt as if  he had been forgotten for he had not heard 

from God for five months.  We sometimes feel as if we have been forgotten 

when, in answer to prayer, God sometimes tells us to wait a while.  But God 

does not forget. 

You will notice that God remembered “every living thing, and all the cattle 

that was with him in the ark.” And we see here that God is mindful of His 

creatures.  

God may be said to particularly remember His creatures when He began to 

take measures for removing the waters from the earth, which He did by 

sending a wind.  You will find that the wind in studying scripture is often a 

picture of the Holy Spirit by which God operates in the lives of His people 

and in His creation.  After not hearing from God for five months; Noah, no 

doubt, with the help of those about him had begun to wonder if God had just 

forgotten all about them. It is in those long periods of silence that we are 

easily made to doubt, to fear, and we are brought in our own minds into a 

state of confusion “Well, God, what now?”  It is then that God will, by His 

Holy Spirit, move in the lives of His people.  Thus, God’s remembering His 

own simply describes for us the fact that God delivers them out of their 

difficulties and distresses.  This wind we see is a picture of the mercy of God 

which drove the waters back to their proper place.  We know that the flood 

was sent in judgment upon the earth but we also see that even in His 

judgment God still exercises His Grace and Mercy and will say “it is 

enough.” 

Let’s look at the wind here in our text verse; In doing so we see a picture of 

the Holy Spirit.  First of all, in looking at R.A. Torrey’s Topical Textbook you 

will find that the wind is 

1.   independent – Jesus  told Nicodemus that the wind bloweth where it 

listeth.  And that simply means that it goes where it wants to and does what 

it chooses too.  No one can control the wind but God.  This Holy Spirit does 

what He chooses.  If you will notice 1Corinthians 12:1-11… 

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant. 
Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried away unto these dumb idols, even 



as ye were led. Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking 
by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that 
Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.  Now there are diversities of gifts, 
but the same Spirit. And there are differences of administrations, but the 
same Lord. And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God 
which worketh all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to 
every man to profit withal. For to one is given by the Spirit the word of 
wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit;  To another 
faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 
To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another 
discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the 
interpretation of tongues: But all these worketh that one and the selfsame 
Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will. 

1Co 12:1-11   
 
 
…you will find that, concerning the gifts and the talents in the church, the 

Holy Spirit of God is totally independent in His distribution of His blessings 

on God’s people. 

2.   You will also see that the wind pictures the Great power of the Holy 

Spirit.  In 1Kings 19:11 

And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the LORD. And, 
behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the 
mountains, and broke in pieces the rocks before the LORD; but the LORD 
was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the LORD was 
not in the earthquake:  

1Ki 19:11   
 
The wind broke up the mountains and the rocks before the Lord. 
 
3.   It is effective,  it dried up the flood, the wind parted the Red Sea, filled 
the room where the disciples were in Acts 2:2, and gave them power that 
were in the house.   
 
4.   It has the power to revive.  Look at Ezekiel 37:9-10… 
 
Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, son of man, and 
say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Come from the four winds, O 
breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live. So I prophesied 
as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and 
stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army.  

Eze 37:9-10 
 



We need that today.  We need that all over the community, the county, the 
state, even here at Calvary Baptist Church.  Holy Ghost revival to shake  us 
and this place to it’s very foundations. 
 
Many a Christian has come to a place in their life at one time or another that 
they felt that they had been forgotten by God.  But God will return in mercy 
to His own, especially they that do remember Him.  No matter what state 
you are in, if you will just trust God, The Holy Spirit is going to lead you, to 
move upon the heart and life and remind you that god has not forgotten. 
 
Again the scripture says that God remembered Noah and every living thing.  
Here we see that every creature which dwelt on the face of the earth has 
been destroyed, except those few left alive on the ark.  God’s remembering 
Noah was a return of His mercy to mankind of whom He would not make a 
full end. 
Matthew Henry says it like this “The demands of divine justice had been 
answered by the ruin of those sinners; he had ceased him of his 
adversaries, and now his spirit was quieted, and He remembered Noah and 
every living thing, He remembered mercy in wrath.”   
 
Sometimes we may feel that God has forgotten about us.  I know there are 
times in my life that I have made my petition to God and remade that 
petition again and again; Over and over until years had passed.  And it 
seems that when I have prayed for something until I just quit praying for it, 
until I have just forgotten about it.  Then suddenly God blesses and sends 
just what I had prayed for.  Sometimes God answers prayers that I have 
forgotten about and I am reminded that God remembers.  I am reminded 
that God can not forget. 
 
Forgetfulness is a totally human characteristic.  God is omniscient, which 
means that He knows all.  He knows the end from the beginning and 
because God knows all things and has known all things from the beginning, 
then it is not possible for Him to forget. 
 
In Isaiah 49:15 we see that a woman may forget her sucking child, but God 
will not forget His own.  His love for His own is greater than even a 
mother’s love  for her child. 
 
I have preached a message out of Numbers 33 entitled “Though we forget, 
God Remebers”.  In that lesson we looked at the fact that God is reminding 
Israel of… 
1.   where they were 
2.   where He found them 
3.   where they had been since He had called them 
4.   what they had been through 
5.   that they were still before Him 
6.   where they were going 



7.   and that He was prepared for them either way 
 
God has not changed, He knows all things.  However,  God is God;  and as 
God, though He can not forget,  He can and does choose not to remember 
some things. 
 
“and their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.” 
 
Notice that this is a willing choice not to remember.  It is not the same thing 
as forgetting.   
 
I am glad to know that Noah was secure in that ark.  He was not forgotten, 
even though he may have felt like he was after having been on there so long.  
He was not forgotten.  But Noah had found Grace in the eyes of the Lord in 
Genesis 6:8; And God never lost sight of the object of His Grace.  I am glad 
Thank God, I have been accepted in the Beloved and we studied how that 
the ark was a picture of Christ.  Praise God, we are just as secure in Christ 
as Noah was in the ark and God will not forget His own. 
 
One of these days judgment will fall again on this earth and God shall  
remember them that have found Grace in His eyes. 
 


