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Lesson 14 

 
I have said several times since we began our study 

that there would be places we would come to in our 

study in which we would seem to stop and remain 

for some time,  and then there will be places that we 

will seem to hurry through.  This is one of those 

times. 

It is in chapter 9 and verse 9 that God establishes 

His covenant with Noah.  There are seven covenants 

made by God in scripture.   

1.   The Adamic Covenant 

2.   The Noahic Covenant 

3.   The Abrahamic Covenant 

4.   The Mosaic Covenant 

5.   The Levitical Covenant 

6.   The Davidic Covenant 

7.   The Messianic Covenant, or New Covenant 

There are a few things that I would like to point out 

before we move on, so we will look quickly at some 

high points in this portion of scripture. 

First we find in chapter eight and verse four that the 

ark “rested”.  It rested upon the mountains of 

Ararat.  I have never read nor have I ever heard 

another preacher say anything about this fact.  I 

believe it is worth noting.  “The ark rested”.  In 

other words it was set down.  The Hebrew word that 

is here translated as “rested” means to settle, to 



dwell, stay, let fall, place, let alone, withdraw, give 

comfort.  I look at this passage and I can not help 

but think of Christ’s words to Peter in Matt 16:18  

“And I say also unto thee, that thou art Peter, and 

upon this rock I will build my church;  and the 

gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 

I am glad that Jesus said, the gates of hell shall not 

prevail.  

Remember that we said and studied already that the 

ark was a picture of Christ.  In the ark those eight 

souls were spared the judgment of God upon this 

earth.  After judgment passed the ark settled, was 

set down, it rested.  Now, in Christ, we are safe from 

judgment to come, the reason being that Christ has 

gone through the judgment of God at Calvary for us.  

The words He spoke to Peter were spoken before He 

went to Calvary.   “I will build my church,”  and the 

church was bought and paid for when the side of the 

Lord was pierced and the water came forth with the 

blood.  It was only after making atonement for us 

that the church could be built.  Christ is the Rock 

upon which the church “rests”.  He is that stone that 

was cut out without hands.  (Daniel 2:31-35) 

Jesus passed through the judgment of God for us 

and has now settled the church upon Himself, the 

Rock of our Salvation and will keep us from the 

judgment to come.  Just as the ark rested upon the 

mountains of Ararat our salvation rests upon our 

Lord Jesus Christ; and He now says, “Come unto me 

all ye that labor and are heavy laden and I will give 

you rest.”  He has done it all for us and we can find 

rest in Him.   

In looking at the Raven that Noah sent out in verse 

seven of chapter eight we see the nature of fallen 

man pictured.  Let loose on the world which was 

dead, destroyed as a result of sin.  The raven did not 

seek to return into the ark.  The bible says it went to 

and fro until the waters were dried up.  This is a 



picture of the sin nature of man.  The raven then 

was the same as it’s descendants are in our day, a 

carrion eater.  It feeds on things that are dead.  No 

doubt but that the raven feasted on the dead bodies 

that it found afloat.  Falling asleep, as A.W. Pink 

says, “with it’s claws locked in the flesh of it’s latest 

meal; The deep sleep of contentment and of 

satisfaction.”  In the same manner, the fallen nature 

of man is loose in the world, and by nature he is 

happy there.  The lost man can indulge in sin and be 

content to stay there. 

Now look at the contrast we see in the dove.  When 

Noah sent her out she found no rest for the sole of 

her foot so she came back to the ark.  The dove is no 

carrion eater, she feeds on seeds or grain, that 

which brings life, sustains life.  It is life that the dove 

seeks.  This is a picture of that new nature which 

God imparts to us when the Holy Spirit of God 

comes to dwell in our hearts.  You see that she went 

out into the same world that the raven did, yet she 

could find no rest for the sole of her foot.  No place 

of comfort could be found for her, so she did the 

only thing she could, she returned to the ark. 

When a child of God gets out of church into the 

world, that child of God can not find a place of rest, 

no place to call home.  That Christian that finds 

themself loose upon a dead world can not rest, can 

not be comforted. Just as the dove went back to the 

ark the child of God will come back to God when 

they are away.  There is no place in this world that 

we would rather be.   

Another point to note is that when Noah and his 

family left the ark, they walked out on a brand new 

world.  They had an opportunity to make a fresh 

start; to begin again.  As a child of God that is just 

what we have when we get saved, an opportunity to 

begin again. We are brand new when we are born 

again.   



Notice now in verse 22 of chapter 8, a promise from 

God.  There are those that will say that the time will 

come that men won’t be able to tell the changing of 

the seasons but by the budding of the trees.  That is 

an old saying that I have no idea of it’s origin but I 

do know that it is not in the bible.  We see here that 

God has said that as long as the earth shall stand we 

are gonna have winter, spring, summer and fall.  

That is God’s word on the matter.   

There are old sayings like that which people will say, 

“well, the bible says,” and the bible doesn’t.  I have 

heard it said that the bible says cleanliness is next to 

godliness, and it says no such thing.  I have also 

heard that the bible says to be kind to dumb 

animals, and it does not.  We must be careful what 

we ascribe to the word of God. 

It is notable that in 9:1 God again commissions man 

to be fruitful and multiply and to replenish the 

earth.  And he is then given dominion over earth, 

the plants, and the animals.  God says in the last 

part of verse 3 “I have given you all things.”  But 

look at verse 4.  “But flesh with the life thereof, 

which is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat.”  God 

has here given a commandment not to eat blood.  It 

is  sacred in the eyes of God and is not to be used in 

this way.  This is a directive or a divine command 

which has never changed.  We are reminded of it 

in… 

Acts 15:20 

Acts 15:29 

Acts 21:25 

There are some things that never change and one of 

these is the mind of God.  Some things God has 

required or allowed for a certain time or reason but 

some things are final.  While some things were done 

away with or saw an end, God already had their end 



in mind. But some He has not changed or stopped.  

So far we have seen these three… 

1.   The earth will never again be destroyed with a 

flood 

2.   The seasons will continue as long as the earth 

stands and 

3.   we are not to eat blood. 

Fourthly, in 9:5-6 God instituted capitol 

punishment.  “Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by 

man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of God 

made he man.” 

Here is instituted the principle of human 

government.  The sword of authority is, for the first 

time committed into the hands of men.  Before the 

flood there doesn’t seem to be any recognized form 

of human government against crime or for the 

punishment of evil doers.  Cain murdered Abel but 

his life was spared.  Lamech slew a man but there is 

no mention made of him having to make his defense 

before men.  Now, after the flood, capital  

punishment is ordained as the penalty for murder.  

It is ordained by God himself, centuries before the 

giving of the Mosaic law.  Therefore it is universally 

binding until the end of time.  God has not changed 

His mind about this if you will look at … 

Exo 21:12-29  He that smiteth a man, so that he die, 
shall be surely put to death. And if a man lie not in 
wait, but God deliver him into his hand; then I will 
appoint thee a place whither he shall flee. But if a 
man come presumptuously upon his neighbor, to 
slay him with guile; thou shalt take him from mine 
altar, that he may die.  And he that smiteth his 
father, or his mother, shall be surely put to death. 
And he that stealeth a man, and selleth him, or if he 
be found in his hand, he shall surely be put to death.  
And he that curseth his father, or his mother, shall 
surely be put to death. And if men strive together, 
and one smite another with a stone, or with his fist, 
and he die not, but keepeth his bed: If he rise again, 



and walk abroad upon his staff, then shall he that 
smote him be quit: only he shall pay for the loss of 
his time, and shall cause him to be thoroughly 
healed.  And if a man smite his servant, or his maid, 
with a rod, and he die under his hand; he shall be 
surely punished.  Notwithstanding, if he continue a 
day or two, he shall not be punished: for he is his 
money.  If men strive, and hurt a woman with 
child, so that her fruit depart from her, and yet no 
mischief follow: he shall be surely punished, 
according as the woman's husband will lay upon 
him; and he shall pay as the judges determine. And 
if any mischief follow, then thou shalt give life for 
life,  Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, 
foot for foot, Burning for burning, wound for 
wound, stripe for stripe.  And if a man smite the eye 
of his servant, or the eye of his maid, that it perish; 
he shall let him go free for his eye's sake. And if he 
smite out his manservant's tooth, or his 
maidservant's tooth; he shall let him go free for his 
tooth's sake. If an ox gore a man or a woman, that 
they die: then the ox shall be surely stoned, and his 
flesh shall not be eaten; but the owner of the ox 
shall be quit. But if the ox were wont to push with 
his horn in time past, and it hath been testified to 
his owner, and he hath not kept him in, but that he 
hath killed a man or a woman; the ox shall be 
stoned, and his owner also shall be put to death.  
 

…and at Numbers 35:12-23;  Deuteronomy 19:5-12. 

These passages explain the difference between 

murder and an accidental killing.  If you remember, 

Jesus told that rich young ruler that he was to do no 

murder. 

God has not changed his mind about capitol 

punishment. 

And God gave us the rainbow in 9:13 as a token of 

His covenant with Noah. 

After this we see the usual process of men’s lives.  

Lapsing into sin and suffering for it forever 

afterward.  Noah had been blessed.  God gave him 



success as a husbandman and he used the fruits of 

his labors to satisfy his lusts and became drunk.   So 

drunk in fact that he lost control of his senses and 

allowed himself to be shamefully uncovered and 

passed out. However, sin begets sin.  One sin leads 

to another.  Note how that Ham reacted; And his two 

brothers.  It is likely that Ham had done more than 

just seen his father’s nakedness, because when Noah 

awoke he knew that something had been done unto 

him.  Whatever it was, it was bad enough that he 

cursed his grandchildren because of it.  It is a 

possibility that Ham had committed a homosexual 

act upon his own father. 

There is speculation that this is where the black man 

came from.  That is untrue and unwise to say.  It is 

more probable that Ham was a black man to begin 

with.  The name Ham is from a Hebrew word 

“khawn” which means “hot” and this word is from 

the root word “khem” which means black, which 

may tell us that Ham was a black man.  Then it 

would stand to reason that his children would be.  In 

looking further at the genealogies of Noah’s sons we 

know that the descendants of Japheth wound up 

populating the European nations; the sons of Shem-

the Eastern and Asian nations; the sons of Ham-the 

African nations.  We know that the son of Canaan 

was Ham’s grandson.  Then it would stand to reason 

that being a black man is not a curse as many try to 

teach and point out as reason to look down upon the 

black man because of his skin.  It was one man, the 

son of Canaan and his descendants who were 

cursed. We see that in 10:6 Canaan had brethren 

upon whom there was no curse.  They were likely 

black men as well.  Therefore we must see that being 

a black man is not a curse, it was simply “a” black 

man who was cursed in this instance.   

There is also this belief that men changed in their 

physical appearance to adapt to the environment in 

which they had settled and lived.  This is 

evolutionism and is error. 



Another belief as to where all the great number of 

the different races come from is that when God 

dispersed mankind abroad or scattered them as it 

says in 11:8 that He had changed them all then and 

there.  This is also entirely possible.  We do know 

that all men dwelt together until the dispersion in 

11:8.  And according to Acts 17:26-27 God made all 

and placed them where He wanted them. 

“And hath made of  one blood all nations of men for 

to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath 

determined the times before appointed, and the 

bounds of their habitation;” 

And we know from this passage the divine reason 

that God made us who we are and where we are… 

“That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might 

feel after him and find him, though he be not far 

from every one of us.” 

This tells us that God has given every man of every 

nation the opportunity to find Him and know Him.  

Every one in the world, in the life they live, the place 

where they live, and in the situations that they face, 

is given the opportunity to seek after God.  All men 

have an inward recognition that there is a higher 

power.  There is something that is to be worshipped. 

It is also notable to see the blessings of Noah on his 

sons. 


