
Genesis  

Lesson 9 

 

 

“And Adam called his wife’s name Eve; because she was the mother of all 

living.” 

     (Genesis 3:20) 

 

 There is a great deal of information we can glean from this verse.  Obviously it is not 

hard to understand what it says at a glance, but if we will meditate on it there is much to 

see.   

 First we see, of course, that Adam finished his assigned task of naming all the 

creatures that God brought to him when he finally named his wife, Eve.  Second, we see 

that Adam was expecting, anticipating the blessings that God had promised because of 

what he named her.  For the bible clearly says he named her Eve “because she was the 

mother of all living.”  It takes a great deal of faith to be able to trust God even in times of 

chastisement or trial.  We must remember that God’s promises of blessing are just as sure 

as His promises of judgment. 

 I remember reading a story of two Rabbis outside Jerusalem after it was torn down.  

They watched as young foxes played and ran over the rubble that once composed the 

mighty walls that surrounded the city.  One Rabbi wept aloud and the other laughed 

joyfully.  The happy man asked the man who wept, “Why weepest thou?”  and he 

answered, “Because the city is destroyed and the walls are torn down and the foxes run 

over the walls.  Why doest thou laugh?”  And the happy man replied,  “I am joyful because 

the promise of blessing is just sure as the promise of judgment.”  This man could be happy 

because he knew that God had promised to bless and this would not be the end of things.   

 Adam knew that God had commanded them to be fruitful and multiply.  He knew 

there would be children.  He had heard God’s judgment on the serpent and he knew there 

was a promised seed.  Adam moved by faith in naming Eve.  He knew that what God had 

said would come to pass.  In other words…. 



1. Adam exercised faith… 

2. Anticipated blessing… 

3. Expected Deliverance… 

 He knew that God was as good as His word.  Would to God that we could have that 

kind of faith.  That is not the moping around pouting over our troubles kind of faith that 

we see in so many Christians these days.  It wasn’t dead in the water, this was FAITH in 

action! 

 Adam also had testifying faith.  He not only exercised faith in God but he testified to 

Eve.  In naming her he told her that what God had said was going to come to pass.  He also 

testified to the devil just like Job did,  “Though he slay me yet will I trust in him,”  Adam 

knew that he was going to die one day because God had said so.  He believed God.  But he 

knew just like Jonah did that  “Salvation is of the Lord.” 

 If we could get hold of this truth it would make a great difference in our lives.  It 

would help us at home, at work, at school, and especially at church.  Warren Wiersbe has a 

book entitled “Bumps Are What You Climb On.”  We don’t need to let a rough road keep 

us down but climb on it.  Don’t cry about the valleys, feed in them.  Grass does not grow on 

the mountain top, sheep can’t feed there.  Sheep have to feed in the valley, down where the 

grass grows.   

 Adam did not let the valley get him down. 

 

“Unto Adam also and to his wife did the Lord God make coats of skins, and 

clothed them.” 

 In order to have the skins of animals to be clothed with,  the animals had to be slain.  

This was the first sacrifice.  God made it clear to man that their fig leaves were not enough.  

And He also made it clear that He loved them because He killed a sacrifice when He could 

have just cut them down and cast them away.  He could have wiped all of creation away 

and been done with it. He could have started over, but no,  God killed a sacrifice because 

He loved man and wanted to make a way for man to come back to fellowship with Him.  

Then He clothed them with the innocence of  another.  He gave them a covering.   

 We were no better or different than Adam when God found us.  When God found us 

in sin we deserved to die, to be cut down.  God could have put us into hell and He would 

have been just as much God.  But God loved us in spite of ourselves, and because He loved 



us He killed a sacrifice;  The Lamb that taketh away the sin of the world.  And we who are 

saved are clothed upon with the righteousness of another. 

 There are some great lessons we see in looking at the fig leaves and the fact that God 

clothed them with skins. 

1.   Man must have adequate covering to approach God.  

You can’t come on good works, you must come as you are,  a 

sinner. 

2.   Fig leaves are unacceptable, God does not accept a home 

made garment, we must be clothed upon with something 

more. 

3.   God must provide the covering. 

4.   The covering is only obtained through the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

 Man must have a substitute between himself and the wrath of God.  Notice also, 

man’s self made covering is identified as “aprons” of fig leaves.  These coverings were too 

narrow for them to wrap themselves in, they were not covered thoroughly.  And these 

aprons would be easily torn and lost, no durability at all.  Compare this to what God gave 

them.  He made them coats of skins:  large, strong, and durable.   

 I am glad thank God, my flesh is weak, my works are worthless and all my 

righteousnesses are as filthy rags but God in His love for me clothed me with a coat of 

righteousness that is not my own.  It won’t tear, stain, or fade.  It is good for all eternity.  I 

am clothed upon with the righteousness of Jesus Christ.   

“And the Lord God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good 

and evil:  and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, 

and live forever: Therefore the Lord God  sent him forth from the garden of 

Eden, to till the ground from when he was taken.” 

      (Genesis 3:22-23) 

 



 Matthew Henry said that this statement of God’s was intended as a rebuke to them.  

His book says “ How were they justly disgraced and shamed before God and His Holy 

angels, by the ironical upbraiding of them with the issue of their enterprise: “Behold, the 

man has become as one of us to know good and evil.”  A goodly god he makes does he not?  

This was said to awaken them and humble them, to bring to them a sense of sin and folly 

and to bring them to repentance for their sin.” 

 Next God drives them from the garden of Eden.  This was all for their good.  If they 

had eaten of the tree of life they would have lived forever in their present state, out of 

fellowship with God.  In driving them out of paradise they were forced to look forward in 

hope of the promised seed to deliver them.  Some more notable things about God driving 

man from the garden….  he was only sent to till the ground out of which he was taken.  He 

was sent to a place of  toil, and not torment.  He was sent to the ground, not the grave.  He 

was told to hold the plow, not drag the chain.  His tilling the ground would be recompensed 

by his eating of it’s fruits.  And his work in the earth from which he was taken would keep 

him humble, and remind him that he is dust and would go back to  the earth one day.  They 

were driven from the garden but not abandoned.  God already had a plan for their future. 

“And Adam knew his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and said, I have 

gotten a man from the Lord.” 

                  (Genesis 4:1) 

 

 Most commentators, if not all of them, describe the words of Eve in this sentence as 

an exclamation.  It is widely accepted that Eve is here expressing her thoughts that this first 

child was the seed to bruise the serpent’s head.  But Cain was a murderer not a savior.  It 

would be a long time before the promised seed came.  

 

“And she again bare his brother Abel.  And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain 

was a tiller of the ground.”  

      (Genesis 4:2) 

 

 Here we see the fact of  the arrival of a brother to Cain.  The story of Cain and Able 

is known all over the world.  Brethren and so vastly different.  We know them well as 

illustrations of  



1.  A man of the world, a lost man, pictured in Cain; and we 

see a righteous man pictured in Abel. 

2.   Both these men had an awareness of God.  They both 

also knew that an offering was required but in comparing 

their offerings we see two totally different spirits.   

 In Cain we see the typical religious performance of most men.  They bring an 

offering of their own choosing and their own making.  So many times I have heard people 

talk of the way God made them to worship Him.  God made men to worship Him in one 

way.  Yes some may shout, some cry,  some laugh,  some with hands held high, some with 

lowered heads, some with their eyes toward heaven.  But all are to worship Him in Spirit 

and in Truth.   

 In looking at Abel’s offering we see the shedding of blood.  This tells us that Able 

has within himself a sense of sin and in confession and repentance, he offers the required 

sacrifice of blood.  He shows his faith in his worship.  This was what God had required and 

this was in Spirit and in Truth.  Cain’s offering lacked the confession of sin.  There was no 

blood shed as God required.  Cain’s offering was made in bitterness and greed.  And he 

was envious of his brother’s acceptance before God. 

 This same situation is prevalent in the church in our day.  The children of the world 

who attend worship en every service in every church and see the children of God who are 

being blessed and enjoying the moving of the hand of God on their behalf, those who are 

still children of the world have a form of godliness but deny the power thereof and they 

envy the true Christians and their blessings.  Things have not changed at all in all these 

thousands of years. 

 This is the type of religious crowd that Jude speaks of in Jude verses 10-13.  They 

are apostate. 

 Cain is said by many bible commentators to be the founder of the first false religion.  

This is a religion which teaches a works salvation.  Cain brought of the fruits of his labors 

and he thought it should be enough.  This is legalism.  People get confused on just what 

legalism is.  It is works salvation.  Pharaism is often called legalism;  to be pharisaical is to 

be guilty of religious snobbery, or super spirituality.  Cain was legalistic.  God rejected his 

offering. 

“And the lord said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? And why is thy countenance 

fallen?  If thou doest well shalt thou not be accepted? And if thou doest not well, 



sin lieth at the door.  And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over 

him.” 

                (Genesis 4:6-7) 

 

 Why is Cain angry?  He is angry enough that he is going to slay his brother.  He is 

jealous and back of jealousy is pride.  Cain’s anger led to murder, but back of that anger 

was sinful pride.   

 God assures Cain in what He says here in verses 6&7 that he has no reason to be 

angry.  That he can be accepted just as Abel.  Perhaps Cain feared that this rejection was 

evidence of coming rejection from the preeminence of his being the eldest son.  He further 

tells him that if he did not well,  “sin lieth at the door”  J.Vernon McGee says this  “It was 

obvious that Cain did not know how vulnerable to sin he was.  When God said “sin lieth at 

the door,”  I believe He was saying that sin like a wild beast was crouching at the door 

waiting to pounce on him the moment he stepped out.  For that reason Cain needed a 

sacrifice that would be acceptable to God for sin, a sacrifice that pointed to Christ.” 

“Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother.  And wherefore 

slew he him?  Because his own works were evil, and his brother’s righteous.” 

                  (1John 3:12) 

“To do well would have been to bring the kind of offering that Able brought, a burnt 

offering.  You find that Abraham also offered a burnt offering, for there could be no 

transgression until the law was given; that is, sin would not become a trespass against the 

law until then.  Therefore you will find that God actually protected this man Cain.” 

 Mr. McGee explains that there are many men who say that God is speaking of the 

sin offering that lieth at the door.  But until Moses received the law from God, there was no 

“sin offering” but they offered a burnt offering. 

“And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they were in 

the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and slew him. And the Lord 

said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not: Am I my 

brother’s keeper?” 

 Here we have a deliberately smug and disrespectful answer to God Himself from 

this impudent murderer Cain.  He obviously had no regard for his brother or for God.  He 

tried to cover his actions, but scripture says,  



“There is nothing covered that shall not be revealed; and hid that shall not be 

made known.” (Matt. 10:26) 

 We should give this truth careful consideration if we have any secret sin in our lives.  

We had better deal with these things now because they will come out in God’s presence one 

day anyway.  Moses gives this solemn warning in Numbers 32:23 that we should be sure 

that our sins will find us out.  Cain tried to deny his own guilt, “am I my brother’s 

keeper?” What a hateful and disrespectful response.  And his sin found him out. 

“And he said, What hast thou done?  The voice of thy brother’s blood crieth unto 

me from the ground.”  

 In Hebrews 12:24 we read, “And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, 

and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel.”  

Abel’s blood spoke of murder committed.  The blood of Christ speaks of redemption; it 

speaks of salvation.  

 Going back to Cain’s crime, there may have been no human witness, but the  eye of 

God had seen it.  And Cain showed his heart when he replied to God’s inquiry with the 

words “I know not.” It shows the evil of the human heart.  There was no confession, no 

repentance, but a reputation and covering of sin.  The same thing Adam and Eve had done 

in the garden. 

 How faithful are the sins of the fathers to come out in the lives of the children.  

Adam lacked repentance and tried to hide sin and so did his son Cain.  Abraham went into 

Egypt and lied about his relationship with his wife, and so die his son Isaac.  David’s great 

weakness and downfall was women, so was his son Solomon’s.  We must try and live before 

our children.  They will probably be like us if they are not greatly influenced by something 

in their own lives.  It is this way with all of Adam’s descendants until the effectual working 

of God’s grace in us. 

 It is also worth noticing that this is the first mention of blood in the word of God.  

The blood here is innocent blood shed by wicked hands.  And this blood cried aloud unto 

God.  In reading of the fact that the blood of Abel cried unto God, imagine what this tells 

us of the Precious Blood of Christ.  Imagine the cry that must ring through Heaven now 

and for all eternity, “Paid in Full!” 

 This brings us to God’s pronouncement of judgment on Cain for what he had done 

and we see Cain pleading pitifully but still, still unrepentant.  He never confessed, never 

repented, but was pleading.  We see the longsuffering of God in His willingness to give Cain 

protection.  There is no description in the bible of what this mark was, we don’t know and 

we don’t need too.  The thing that we need to understand is that Cain was a sinner.  He was 



not a transgressor, for where there is no law, there is no transgression.  Yet he was a sinner.  

He had sinned in not bringing to God the required sacrifice.  His deeds were evil and he 

manifested his evil nature in slaying his brother. 

“And Cain went out from the presence of the Lord, and dwelt in the land of Nod, 

on the east of Eden.” 

 Notice first that he went out from the presence of the Lord.  Notice that Cain’s exit 

was willful.  He was not driven away but went away of his own volition.  He never tried to 

confess his sin, never tried to repent but went out of his own accord.  After God exposed his 

sin and pronounced his judgment Cain did not have to leave.  A broken and contrite heart 

would have been desirable but instead of being heartbroken over his sin and repentant, he 

was still defiant and resentful.  Cain went the way of his own choosing. 

 Now notice this;  Cain chose to go, and he went east.  God had driven Adam and 

Eve out of the garden and He drove them east in Genesis 3:23-24.  We see that God drove 

Adam and Eve east in driving them away.  That put paradise to the west.  Now here they 

are with a desire to get back to God but unable too because of sin.  Cain chose to go even 

farther from God, further east.  It is one more example for us to see this truth displayed 

that has grown worse and worse as the years have passed.  Every generation has grown a 

little further from God.  Every generation is losing a little more of what they are taught 

about God.  I’ve heard men who say you need to let your children have their freedom, trust 

them to do the right thing.  I haven’t known a lot of success stories that result from a loose 

living household.  Allow your children too much freedom and they will break your hearts 

even more.  Be firm, protective and honest with them.  They are flesh the same as you are.  

I have also known men who tried to raise their children to the extreme right and I’ve seen 

them grow up this way.  As soon as they got old enough to go their own way they junked all 

they had been taught and started acting like devils.  

“And Cain went out from the presence of the Lord, and dwelt in the land of Nod, 

on the east of Eden.” 

 Cain chose to go even further from God.  He got far from God, and he stayed there.  

In looking up the name of this land of “Nod” in the Strong’s Concordance you will find 

that the Hebrew word for “Nod” that is used in this verse is not used in this way anywhere 

else in the bible.  The word has many uses through several other scriptures but in this verse 

it means “vagrancy”.  This should tell us something about Cain, a vagrant according to Mr. 

Noah Webster is someone who is… 

1. wandering in thought or talk 



2. from place to place – vagabondage 

3. lives a wandering life, a rover 

4. without a regular job – a beggar 

5. a tramp or prostitute, liable to be   

     arrested 

 

Cain not only chose to go his own way, away from God.  But he settled down right there 

and decided that this was where he wanted to raise a family. 

 


