
Genesis 

Lesson 18 

“And the Lord said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look 

from the place where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward and westward;” 

Genesis 13:14 

Matthew Henry says that this is “God’s appearance to Abram, to confirm the promise of the land of 

Canaan to him.” 

But notice this, “after that Lot was separated from him,”  It was after that separation occurred that God 

confirmed His promise to Abram.  If you will remember, God’s call to Abram when he was yet in Ur of 

the Chaldees was to “Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a 

land that I will show thee: And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name 

great; and thou shalt be a blessing:” 

It is a notable fact that Abram did not receive this confirmation until he had met all of the stipulations 

placed upon him when the Lord called him out.  You remember now that Abram left Ur with his father.  

Then he took Lot, his nephew, with him when he left Haran to enter into the land of Canaan.  Now, in 

Canaan he is finally separated from Lot and God shows up to confirm His promise.  

Notice verses 14-18 

a.   God confirmed His promise in verse 14 

b.   God promised it would be forever in verse 15 

c.   God promised Abram innumerable descendants in verse 16 

d.   God invites Abram to inspect or tour the land in verse 17 

Now we see in verse 18 that Abram has found the greatest key in growing in grace and knowledge in the 

Lord.  Notice the word Mamre.  The name Mamre is a proper name which according to Dr. C.I. 

Scoffield’s dictionary of proper names, means “fatness.”  In other words it is a place of blessing, to have 

more than enough and to spare.  To be abundantly blessed.  But the key to this blessing in next….. 

“in the plain of Mamre, which is in Hebron” 

The word “Hebron”  is a proper name which means “fellowship” or “alliance”.  Therefore we see that the 

place of blessing is in fellowship with God.  Look at how much this meant to Abram in verse 18.   

“Then Abram removed his tent, and came and dwelt in the plain of Mamre, which is in Hebron, and built 

there an altar unto the Lord.” 

When Abram finally came to the realization of the blessings of God in his life he was no longer caught in 

that place between Bethel and Hai.  He was not now caught between God and the world.  He made his 

choice here to forsake the world for God.  There was no permanent dwelling for him here.  He had come 



to the full realization that there is a place somewhere yonder that far exceeds what we have here.  That is 

why we read in Hebrews 11 that “he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country,” 

And when Abram finally came to this realization he took all that he had, notice, “he removed his tent” 

(13:18), he took all he had and followed God.  He led them (his household) into a place of fellowship 

where they could all be blessed, and he led them in worship.  He took them to Hebron, and to Mamre, 

and there built an altar.  It is there that we worship, “in fellowship.” 

In order to enjoy the blessings of God on our lives we must be in fellowship with Him.  Oh, God help us to 

realize that He should be our greatest desire and then, only then will we enjoy the manifest presence of 

His Great Glory.  That is all that matters, His presence. 

 

And it came to pass in the days of Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of 

Elam, and Tidal king of nations;  That these made war with Bera king of Sodom, and with Birsha king of 

Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, and Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela, which is Zoar. All 

these were joined together in the vale of Siddim, which is the salt sea. Twelve years they served 

Chedorlaomer, and in the thirteenth year they rebelled.  And in the fourteenth year came Chedorlaomer, and 

the kings that were with him, and smote the Rephaims in Ashteroth Karnaim, and the Zuzims in Ham, and 

the Emims in Shaveh Kiriathaim, And the Horites in their mount Seir, unto El-paran, which is by the 

wilderness. And they returned, and came to En-mishpat, which is Kadesh, and smote all the country of the 

Amalekites, and also the Amorites, that dwelt in Hazezon-tamar. And there went out the king of Sodom, and 

the king of Gomorrah, and the king of Admah, and the king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (the same is 

Zoar) and they joined battle with them in the vale of Siddim; With Chedorlaomer the king of Elam, and with 

Tidal king of nations, and Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar; four kings with five. And 

the vale of Siddim was full of slime pits; and the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and fell there; and they 

that remained fled to the mountain. And they took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their 

victuals, and went their way.  And they took Lot, Abram's brother's son, who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, 

and departed. And there came one that had escaped, and told Abram the Hebrew; for he dwelt in the plain of 

Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol, and brother of Aner: and these were confederate with Abram. And 

when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed his trained servants, born in his own house, 

three hundred and eighteen, and pursued them unto Dan.  And he divided himself against them, he and his 

servants, by night, and smote them, and pursued them unto Hobah, which is on the left hand of Damascus.  

And he brought back all the goods, and also brought again his brother Lot, and his goods, and the women 

also, and the people.  
Gen 14:1-16 

 

In these verses we have the first mention of war in the word of God. In verses 4&5 we see that the first 

person to seek war was the king of Elam, Chedarloamer.  His motive was three fold;  

 

1.  pride:   he sought to destroy rebellion 

 

2. covetousness:  obviously there were tributaries and the tribute was what chedarloamer most desired  
 
3.   hatred:   and hatred to his neighbors 

 



In sharp contrast we see that Abram sought war in love to his neighbor; pity for the captives; and 

affection for his kindred, as well as zeal for right. 
 

The outward act of both men was the same but their motives were as different as light and darkness.  It is 

true that God could have delivered Lot and the other captives without Abram’s interference but God 

commonly works by means and not by miracle.  In using Abram and his few (318 men), God… 

 

1.   humbled the pride of the oppressor 

 

2.   delivered those who had been injured 

 

3.   exercised the faith of Abram and his servants and put honor upon Abram.  War is a dreadful thing, 

except when love for our neighbor requires it. 

 

Lot had chosen the way that he wanted to go.  He chose to live in that wicked place.  Now that he had 

sown to the wind he was reaping the whirlwind.  He had sown to the flesh and was,  of the flesh reaping 

corruption.  He found himself now in hopeless captivity and poverty.  There was no reason for him to 

expect deliverance from his captivity. 

It was necessary for Abraham to go on this conquest.  His reaction was the only one possible in that age.  

Think of this,  God had promised him this land, he must protect it’s future.  These men would have 

continued to grow stronger and stronger had Abram not acted when he did and in the way he did. 

Abraham’s motive was not conquest in itself, or gain, nor was it revenge.  He merely sought to deliver 

those who had been taken captive and to recover stolen property.  He was acting as a modern day 

policeman and it is impossible to find fault with his expedition. This is a grand display of the allowability 

and even the duty of war. It also serves to show how that faith and piety do not unfit a man for life.  

Religion does make us less of a man.  Christianity does not make us effeminate or cowardly, instead it 

enables and strengthens our whole nature. 

 

Abram’s conduct was that of valor, prudence, righteousness, and faith, no wonder he gained the victory.   

 

 

And the king of Sodom went out to meet him after his return from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer, and of the 

kings that were with him, at the valley of Shaveh, which is the king's dale.   And Melchizedek king of Salem 

brought forth bread and wine: and he was the priest of the most high God.  And he blessed him, and said, 

Blessed be Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth:  And blessed be the most high God, 

which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all. And the king of Sodom said 

unto Abram, Give me the persons, and take the goods to thyself. And Abram said to the king of Sodom, I 

have lifted up mine hand unto the LORD, the most high God, the possessor of heaven and earth,  That I will 

not take from a thread even to to a shoelatchet, and that I will not take any thing that is thine, lest thou 

shouldest say, I have made Abram rich:  Save only that which the young men have eaten, and the portion of 

the men which went with me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their portion.  
 

Gen 14:17-24 

 

Notice his behavior after the war.   

 

1.  toward Mekchisedek:  he presented a tithe of all the spoils to God; which both displayed his piety and 

rebuked the inhabitants of the land of their idolatry.  Pay attention here to the fact that Abram took 

nothing for himself but made sure that all who were there got their just due.  The first of all that received 

of his hand was, justly, the God that had just given this great deliverance.  God is the supplier of  all that 

we have, and we should not begrudge Him that small part that He requires back in return for His 

goodness toward us.  Others have their idols that they serve and worship.  Some worship the things of 



this world.  Some worship men, animals, gold, power, popularity, or some other lustful endeavor and 

totally leave the God of heaven out of their lives.  Abram’s offering of the tithes to God was an open 

rebuke to the inhabitants of the land who worshipped their gods of fertility.  The fact that they 

worshipped a false god that they believed would bless them with wealth and success is a proof of their 

own greedy lust. 

 

2.  and toward the king of Sodom: he refused reward.  This was to avoid accusation or doubt in the purity 

of his services; also to avoid undue fellowship with idolaters… 

 

[(Remember who this was in verse 21).  These men were described by God’s word in 13:13  But the men 

of Sodom were wicked and sinners before the LORD exceedingly.] 

 

 

  No doubt, had Abram taken some monetary reward from the king of Sodom, then the king of Sodom 

would have  held this over his head and said, in effect, “Look what I have done for Abram.”  And in 

reality, this king had already lost it all in the battle.  Abram had come to the rescue and won the battle 

with a small group of men against odds that only God could overcome.  With God on his side, Abram was 

the victor and to the victor go the spoils.  This king had no right nor claim to any of the spoils to begin 

with.  He had laid claim to that which only Abram had any right too.  This makes Abram’s witness even 

more powerful, he was willing to surrender his own right in order to see that the right thing was done.  It 

would behoove us to take this to heart and learn from this wonderful example. 

 

In looking at Lot we can see the folly of mingling closely with the ungodly.  Lot could not rebuke the 

Sodomites because he lived among them and he lived as they did.  He did not gain but lost a great deal by 

preferring their country on account of it’s wealth and fertility. 

 

  

 

 

 


