
Genesis 

Lesson 19 

Abram meets Melchizedek 

And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was the priest of the most high God.  

And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth: And 

blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of 

all. And the king of Sodom said unto Abram, Give me the persons, and take the goods to thyself.  And Abram 

said to the king of Sodom, I have lifted up mine hand unto the LORD, the most high God, the possessor of 

heaven and earth,  That I will not take from a thread even to to a shoelatchet, and that I will not take any 

thing that is thine, lest thou shouldest say, I have made Abram rich: Save only that which the young men 

have eaten, and the portion of the men which went with me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their 

portion.  

Gen 14:18-24 

 

Many times I have taught on this man Melchizedek.  In teaching on him I have noted that the facts that 

we glean from our text, taken into consideration with what we read of him in Hebrews this must be a 

Theophanic appearance of the Lord Jesus Christ in the Old Testament.  In other words it was one of 

those times that The Lord God appeared to men before His birth in Bethlehem.   

In Hebrews 7:1-3 we read… 

 For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the most high God, who met Abraham returning from the 

slaughter of the kings, and blessed him; To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being by 

interpretation King of righteousness, and after that also King of Salem, which is, King of peace; Without 

father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like unto 

the Son of God; abideth a priest continually.  

Heb 7:1-3   

We see here that he  was not born for he was without father or mother.  Nor was he created for he had no 

beginning of days nor end of days.  And in verses 8-10 of this same chapter of Hebrews we see that he had 

foreknowledge.  

But he whose descent is not counted from them received tithes of Abraham, and blessed him that had the 

promises.   And without all contradiction the less is blessed of the better.   And here men that die receive 

tithes; but there he receiveth them, of whom it is witnessed that he liveth.   And as I may so say, Levi also, 

who receiveth tithes, paid tithes in Abraham. For he was yet in the loins of his father, when Melchizedek met 

him.  If therefore perfection were by the Levitical priesthood, (for under it the people received the law,) what 

further need was there that another priest should rise after the order of Melchizedek, and not be called after 

the order of Aaron?  

Heb 7:6-11   



 These are all attributes of deity.  Since we know that there is only one God or one deity then reason 

demands that this Man Melchizedek was God.  And since no man can look on God and live, it was not the 

Father but Christ with whom Abram met here in Genesis 14:17-20. 

Notice in verse 18 that Melchizedek “brought forth bread and wine:” This is obviously a foreshadowing 

of the body and the blood of Christ.  That precious communion by which we do show forth the Lord’s 

coming.  Abram took of the bread and wine as he in faith looked for a     

There are several times in the life of Abram that God gives a foreshadowing of Jesus’ work on Calvary 

and the promises for all mankind through the faithfulness of Abram.  We will look at them as we come to 

them.   

Looking now at verses 21-24 we see some things about Abram’s relationship to the world.  Notice 

Abram’s response to the king of Sodom.  “I will not take from a thread even to a shoelatchet, and that I will 

not take anything that is thine, lest thou shouldest say, I have made Abram rich:” 

In Abram’s response to this wicked king we see the superiority of the believer to the world.  We are not to  

be overcome by religious snobbery.  We are not to look down on others because we were once as they are, 

but we are not to lower ourselves to a dependence upon what they may have to offer. As a child of God  

you are above  looking to the world for  help. It is God that we are to turn to in our time of need. 

Abram was willing to refuse his lawful right and privilege in order to avoid being brought into a 

dangerous alliegence with the world.  He had every right to the spoils of war but he chose rather to forfeit 

that right than to identify himself with Sodom.  You have your own money, property, home, family.  You 

have every right to use and do with these things as you will.  But at the same time you have no right to 

live or behave wickedly or ungodly.  As a Christian you have no right to sin.  There are may things that 

you have it within your power to do but you still don’t have any right to do. Abram chose not to come 

into a close relationship with the world.  He realized that we can be friendly or kind to the world without 

being a friend of the world. 

At the same time Abram did not prevent the children of the world from asserting their rights.  Looking at 

verse 24 we see that he allows his young men to take their portion, and the allies their portion.  In the 

words of T.H.  concerning Abram, “But he stands on a higher plain and has a broader horizon.”    

Look at Abram’s refusal: 

1.   to avoid placing himself under obligation to a worldly man 

2.   to avoid intimate fellowship with an unrighteous man 

3.   to show that the servant of God can do without worldly rewards 

4.   to show that it is not desirable to gain by the misfortune of others 

5.   to show that God and contentedness were true riches 

Abram knew full well that the man that made this generous offer was simply putting on a show of 

generosity for all to see. He was relinquishing that which was not even his own.  No doubt he would have 

boasted later as Abram openly speculated, that he had made Abram rich.  And Abram’s testimony was 

made all the more powerful in the eyes of all those that were present.  The king of Sodom was trying to be 



more than he was for all to see, and Abram in his humility and his own small opinion of himself made 

himself in the eyes of the rest a giant which towered far above this pompous and boastful thief of a king.  

Here we see proof of God’s promise that he will exalt them that will abase themselves and be humble.  

But we must keep in mind and learn from the example that Abram shows us here.  Abram’s response to 

this king of Sodom was a reproof but at the same time he was not hateful to him but kind as to  a brother. 

At the same time we see the character of the king of Sodom.  In what he said to Abram he showed no sign 

of any sense of indebtedness to Abram.  Abram must have known him to be a vain, boastful and 

unprincipled man. There may have been some past conflict concerning the religion of Lot and his wealthy 

uncle Abram.  Abram, in being so kind to him was heaping coals of fire on his head.  His accepting the 

portion of the young men who were in league with him shows a just sense of propriety.  In giving up our 

own right or privilege we are not to give away that which pertains to others associated with us.  Abram 

was not disinterested with the things that went on around him though he distanced himself from those 

who were willingly distant from God. 

 

After these things the word of the LORD came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am 

thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward.  

Gen 15:1 

 

In this fifteenth chapter of Genesis we see again God’s covenant with Abram.  It is believed that this was 

around B.C.  1913.  Notice just what it says.  “After these things”,  observe the time that God made this 

covenant with Abram:  “After these things”. 

1.   After that famous act of generous charity which Abram had done, in rescuing his neighbors and 

friends out of distress, and that, not for price or reward.  After this God mad him this gracious visit.  

Note, those that show favor to men will find favor with God 

2.   After that victory which he had gained over four kings.  Lest Abram should be too much elevated and 

pleased with himself, God comes to him, to tell him that He had better things in store for him.  “I am thy 

shield, and thy exceeding great reward”.  

 [Note: A believing conversation with spiritual blessing is an excellent means to keep us from being too 

much taken up with temporal things.  The gifts of common providence are not worthy to compare with 

those of covenant love] 

Next, notice the manner in which God conversed with Abram:  “The word of the Lord came unto Abram 

in a vision,”… what we see here is that God manifested Himself and His will for Abram to him in a vision 

which means that Abram was awake, and some visible appearance, or some visible token of the presence 

of God was before him to thrill his soul.  Oh, praise God for the times that He manifests His presence to 

us in such a way as to let us be reassured that He has never, and will never leave us without just what we 

need.  There is no greater blessing that we could know than the manifest presence of God. 

Notice also the gracious assurance of divine favor. 



1.   He called Abram by name, which was a great honor to him, and was a great encouragement and help 

to his faith.  God’s word does us much good when it is spoken by His Spirit to our hearts in particular, 

and made known to us by Himself. 

2.   He comforted Abram’s fear that there may have been the possibility of retaliation made by those 

kings he had defeated.  He told Abram “Fear not”.  Where there is faith there may also be fear.   

For, when we were come into Macedonia, our flesh had no rest, but we were troubled on every side; without 

were fightings, within were fears.  
2Co 7:5   

God knows the hearts of His people, He knows their fears,  

I will be glad and rejoice in thy mercy: for thou hast considered my trouble; thou hast known my soul in 

adversities;  

Psa 31:7 

And it is God’s will that we should not give way to our fears. 

3.   He assured Abram of safety and happiness, “I am thy shield”, God was promising His protection and 

loving care of His own.  God Himself is and will be a shield to his people to protect them from evil;A 

shield ready to them and a shield round about them.  Sufficient to comfort them from all fear.  “and thy 

exceeding great reward”.  This is a promise that God is not only rewarder, but also the Reward.  He is 

more than enough to keep us happy.  Our rewards are much greater than we could imagine.   

But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things 

which God hath prepared for them that love him.  But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the 

Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.  

1Co 2:9-10   

He is our portion and inheritance. 

In the next few verses we see God’s covenant with Abram, in verses 2-5 we see the awesome promise of 

God to an old man and woman, of a child.  There was no doubt that this would be a miraculous birth.  

God is the only one who could do this.  Abram understood this, as we see in Romans 4:19.  

 

And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about a hundred years 

old, neither yet the deadness of Sarah's womb:   He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; 

but was strong in faith, giving glory to God;   And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was 

able also to perform.  And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness.  

Rom 4:19-22   

 In understanding this truth Abram still believed God and we read in verse 6 of Genesis 15… 

And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for 

righteousness.  

Gen 15:6 


