
Genesis  

Lesson 20 

 

We looked already at the treaty between God and Abraham, concerning the covenant that was to be 

established between them.  In chapter fourteen we saw Abraham in the field with kings but here we find 

him in the mount with God; and though he had shown himself to be a great man among the kings in 

battle he now shows himself to be an even greater man in that he has this personal relationship with the 

God of heaven. 

We see great honour in chapter fifteen placed upon Abram in that God establishes a covenant 

relationship with him.  We see a general assurance of God’s kindness and Goodwill toward Abram.  We 

see also the promise of an inheritance. 

As Christians we too have this same covenant relationship with God.  Even though God blesses everyone 

in a different way, some are wealthy while others are poor, yet both can be content; some are talented 

and some are not, yet many are gifted in different ways.  Some can sing, some can work, some can be 

faithful in the worst of times and be strength for others to draw upon.  One of the greatest blessings to the 

church is the one who will be faithful, come what may. At the church when others are not.  Praying when 

others will not, and faithful to be in their place when so  many others forsake the house of God.  We each 

have our gifts from God and if used rightly we will be an encouragement to those around us.  W 

We also have  the general assurance of God’s good will toward us.  He has promised “I will never leave 

thee, nor forsake thee.” (Hebrews  13:5)  And we also know that He is a friend “that sticketh closer than a 

brother.” (Proverbs 18:24) As well as an ever present help in time of need, (Hebrews 4:16, John 14:13-

16).   

We, as children of God have that same covenant relationship with God as to God’s assurance of His good 

will toward us as we see it clearly set forth for us in Romans 8:28. 

God’s covenant with Abram is also a declaration of the purpose of His love concerning him.  We too are 

partakers together of this wonderful  provision of God in His covenant toward us.  Looking again at 

Romans 8… 

 

And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called 

according to his purpose. For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image 

of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them 

he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 

What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?  

Rom 8:28-31 

We should also keep in mind that God has done all of these things as He has willed to do them.  And  that 

He will do His own pleasure.  Remember what He told Moses in Exodus 33:19… 



“I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before thee; and 

will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy.”  

 

It is entirely God’s choice, and today it remains the same as with Abram.  We only have what we have 

because God “first loved us.”  We have the promise of  God’s protection and of an inheritance far beyond 

compare. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness. 

 Gen 15:6 

 

 

 And this of course is the verse that presents Abraham to us as the father of the faithful.  

 

 
 

And he said unto him, I am the LORD that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee this land to 

inherit it. And he said, Lord GOD, whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it? And he said unto him, Take 

me an heifer of three years old, and a she goat of three years old, and a ram of three years old, and a 

turtledove, and a young pigeon. And he took unto him all these, and divided them in the midst, and laid each 

piece one against another: but the birds divided he not. And when the fowls came down upon the carcasses, 

Abram drove them away. And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and, lo, a horror 

of great darkness fell upon him. And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger 

in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years; And also 

that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and afterward shall they come out with great substance. And 

thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good old age. But in the fourth generation 

they shall come hither again: for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full. And it came to pass, that, when 

the sun went down, and it was dark, behold a smoking furnace, and a burning lamp that passed between 

those pieces. In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given 

this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates: The Kenites, and the Kenizzites, 

and the Kadmonites, And the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Rephaims,  And the Amorites, and the 

Canaanites, and the Girgashites, and the Jebusites. 

 Gen 15:7-21   

 

 

At that time there were in that part of the world various ways of establishing a covenant one with 

another.  One way to do so was for each party to take some salt from his own sack, bag, or salt-cellar and 

put it into the other’s and that would say “until one should separate mine from thine again, this covenant 

shall stand forever.”  Another way was to  take an animal, cut  it in half and separate the two halves from 

one another.  Then the two parties would lock arms and pass between the two halves signifying that they 

would be faithful to this covenant until someone joined that animal back together and make it whole 

again.  



God showed Abram in a way that Abram could understand that this covenant was forever and it was 

going to be entirely up to God to  keep it. 

[Note the procedure] 

1.   Divided the animals (verses 9-11) the oath as men 

2.   The failure of man foreshadowed (verses 12-13) 

3.   The promise of deliverance (verses 14-15) 

4.   The foretelling of yet more captivity (16) 

5.   God passed through the pieces alone, signifying the absolute immutability of this promise to Abram.  

God did this because no man could be part of a perfect covenant. 

For when God made promise to Abraham, because he could swear by no greater, he swore by himself, 

Saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee. And so, after he had 

patiently endured, he obtained the promise. For men verily swear by the greater: and an oath for 

confirmation is to them an end of all strife. Wherein God, willing more abundantly to show unto the heirs 

of promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath: That by two immutable things, in 

which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay 

hold upon the hope set before us: Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, 

and which entereth into that within the veil; Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made a 

high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.  

Heb 6:13-20   

And lastly, here in Genesis 15 God states His promise to Abram concerning the land of Canaan.   

God has made us some great promises and brought us into covenant relationship with Himself and He 

did it all… 

1.   God prepared the Lamb in Bethlehem (Luke 2:7) 

2.   God provided the Lamb for Sacrifice (Acts 4:24-28) 

3.   God presented the Lamb to Crucify (Acts 2:23) 

4.   God Raised Him up to Justify  

 

 

 

Now Sarai Abram's wife bore him no children: and she had an handmaid, an Egyptian, whose name was 

Hagar. And Sarai said unto Abram, Behold now, the LORD hath restrained me from bearing: I pray thee, go 

in unto my maid; it may be that I may obtain children by her. And Abram hearkened to the voice of Sarai. 

And Sarai Abram's wife took Hagar her maid the Egyptian, after Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of 

Canaan, and gave her to her husband Abram to be his wife. And he went in unto Hagar, and she conceived: 

and when she saw that she had conceived, her mistress was despised in her eyes. And Sarai said unto Abram, 

My wrong be upon thee: I have given my maid into thy bosom; and when she saw that she had conceived, I 



was despised in her eyes: the LORD judge between me and thee. But Abram said unto Sarai, Behold, thy 

maid is in thy hand; do to her as it pleaseth thee. And when Sarai dealt hardly with her, she fled from her 

face.  

Genesis 16:1-6   

 

In these verses we have a picture of someone who is in a period of waiting on God.  One of the most 

difficult things in this life for us  to do  is to wait on God yet it does not pay to be in too big a hurry.  God 

will do just as He says but in His own time.   

 

Before we are too hard on Sarai we need to remind ourselves that we have been guilty of this same kind 

of weakness in our own lives at some time or other.  All of us have, at some time, tried to “help God out” 

in doing something for us.  Sometimes when we pray, if we will be honest with ourselves we will see that 

we seek God’s permission a lot more than we seek His will for our lives.   

 

This is a temptation that is faced by those who do have faith in God.  Maybe you feel that God would 

have you to do something in the community.  Maybe you want to serve God and you’re just tired of 

waiting.  You may feel that to wait longer will cause it to be too late.  And so, you may at some point step 

out on desire rather than faith and it is at times such as these that we can bring upon ourselves a great 

deal of trouble. 

 

Look at what Sarai did.  She was honest with her husband and in all sincerity she sought to give Abram 

children.  She may have believed that this must be the way that God intended to give Abram seed. 

 

If you look at her position here you will notice that she acknowledges that God has restrained her from 

bearing (verse 2).  She knew the God was in control and was not allowing her to have children.  And she 

also knew that there was no way humanly possible to accomplish what God had promised Abram.  But 

human possibility was not what she should have been trusting in.  God can do what none other can do 

and God can work where none can hinder.  With God all things are possible. 

 

In her desire to see the promise of God come to be she took here maid-servant and gave her to Abram her 

husband.  In doing so, she was conforming to the common custom of the country.  According to custom, 

she could give her handmaid to here husband and when it came time to deliver she would deliver seated 

on the knees of Sarai and in so doing the child would become Sarai’s. 

 

You will also note that she sought a worthy end to the trials that they had suffered.  Many people have 

said and will say that the end justifies the means but that is not so.  She did seek a worthwhile end but she 

should have continued to wait on God.  God will do as he has said. 

 

If you remember, Eve ate of the fruit for some good reasons.  And her desire was to be made wise, to be 

more like God.  It may have been a good desire but she went about it in the wrong way. 

 

Moses tried to go about things in the wrong way too.   

 

And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went out unto his brethren, and looked on 

their burdens: and he spied an Egyptian smiting a Hebrew, one of his brethren. And he looked this way and 

that way, and when he saw that there was no man, he slew the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand.  And when 

he went out the second day, behold, two men of the Hebrews strove together: and he said to him that did the 

wrong, Wherefore smitest thou thy fellow?  

 

Exo 2:11-13   

 

He tried to help Israel in his own way and in his own strength, but God had other plans. 



 

David also did this in 1Samuel 27:1. 

 

Any time that someone tries to gain something promised by God by their own means it is a sign of weak 

faith.  Jacob did not have to deceive his father, god would work it out as He said. 

 

We could reasonably have expected Abram to resist the offer of the slave girl as a concubine.  We expect 

that he should have insisted that they wait upon God, but instead he listened to what seemed like a good 

idea. 

 

We have already said that we should not be too hard on Sarai, but at the same time we should be careful 

as to justifying the weakness of Abram.  We have already seen some human weakness in Abram in the 

past four chapters of Genesis.  We have seen how he has made mistakes, he has grown, and he has 

matured.  We have watched his relationship with God as it has become stronger and his faith has grown. 

 

Now we see a grim reminder that no matter what a man may accomplish, no matter how strong he may 

seem, he still has weaknesses.  And when we consider them and we begin to think ourselves strong the 

devil can find a weak place in our armor and attack unexpectedly.  Abram’s greatest weakness was his 

love for Sarai. 

 

We are the same.  We often have our wants and our own desires, and we will do what we think is 

necessary to help God to bless us with them.  Abram had a great desire for a son and Sarai had a great 

desire to give him one.  They knew that God had promised this and they were just going to go about 

getting it.  They were going to help God out.  And look what happened.  In verse four Hagar conceived.  

If it had been the blessing that God had promised there would have been great joy in the house.  There 

should have been some celebration going on.  Yet we see the adverse effects of working outside the perfect 

will of God.  At the very start we see that there is sorrow in the family as a result of trying to run ahead of 

God and trying to obtain that which he has already promised; The bitter fruit of getting in the flesh. 

When Hagar conceived we see that she despised Sarai.  We also see the realization of Sarai of her 

wrongdoing.  As a result of her enterprising labour she finds herself being looked down upon by her maid 

Hagar.  And she can’t help but take it personally. 

 

And then in verse number five we see Abram suffering for this obvious act of weakness.  The precious 

wife that he dearly loves and to  whom he had yielded in this matter, the one whose wishes he had 

fulfilled looks at him and says, in a sense, “This is all your fault, God’ll get you for this!”  And here we 

have Abram standing with his hands out, maybe thinking, “I thought this was what you wanted.”  Or 

maybe, “It seemed like a good idea at the time.”  Abram and Sarai both knew better than this,  we see the 

truth of this in her words, “My wrong be upon thee.”   

 

I know that in the day and age in which we live this is not a popular thing to say but fellas, when you are 

married, you are the head of your house, and responsible for the things that take place there.  Your are 

supposed to be the final word in decisions concerning your family.  It is not something you earn or 

deserve, it is a responsibility to be watched over carefully.  We are to love our wives but we are to lead 

our wives. [Note Genesis 3:16]  and we will be responsible to God for the way that we lead our wives.  

[Note Genesis 2:21-22]  Our wives will be responsible for how they follow. 

 

This is also a good time to remember that we are not to mistreat our wives.  I believe the words of 

Matthew Henry put it well into perspective for us.   

 
That the woman was made of a rib out of the side of Adam; not made out of his head to rule over him, nor 
out of his feet to be trampled upon by him, but out of his side to be equal with him, under his arm to be 
protected, and near his heart to be beloved. 



 
 

We have roles or positions of equality in our marriage relationship.  Without her I am not a husband, 

just as without me she is not a wife.  But I, as her husband, am responsible to God for what we do.  And 

we see that Sarai knew this in verse five and she is so upset that it almost seems as if she had not part at 

all in this dilemma.   

 

Looking then at Hagar, we see sorrow in the abuse and mistreatment she suffered.  It is right there in 

plain English in verse six.  Sarai abused her so that she ran away.  This is the setting in which the Lord 

worked to bring a slave girl, by the name of Hagar, into His presence and she met Him there in verse 

seven.  Now look at what the Lord told her to do in verse nine.  It is what He has wanted all along from 

Abram and Sarai.  It is the one hardest thing that it seems for us to be able to do.  He told her to go back 

and SUBMIT!  Sometimes it is hard to submit to a husband, a parent, an employer and sometimes, in our 

weakness, to God.  And when we fail to submit we are out of God’s Divine Will or Perfect Will, and we 

cause hurt not only to ourselves but to others around us. 


