
Genesis  

Lesson 21 

And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the 

Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect.  

Gen 17:1   

In this first verse of chapter 17 we see a reminder that God still “is and is a rewarder of them that 

diligently seek him.”  It is as if God is reminding Abram of what he had promised him before.  Notice 

16:16.  A full thirteen years has gone by since Abram and Sarah took matters into their own hands and 

sought to have a child. If you notice, thirteen years, thirteen is the number of rebellion.  Could it be that 

Abram and Sarah had gotten away from God in their attempt to “obtain” a child, and had tried to live 

for themselves all this time?  Is it possible that they went their own way in raising Ishmael for thirteen 

years, just as they had gone their own way in seeking him? Either way, you will notice that the last 

person God spoke to in chapter sixteen was the slave girl, Hagar.  God met her and blessed her, and sent 

her back to her mistress, to Abram’s house.  Now a full thirteen years has passed before God again 

speaks to Abram.   

Notice now, verses 1-8.  

And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the 

Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect. And I will make my covenant between me and thee, and 

will multiply thee exceedingly. And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him, saying, As for me, 

behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many nations. Neither shall thy name any 

more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made thee. And I 

will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee. And I 

will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an 

everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. And I will give unto thee, and to thy 

seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; 

and I will be their God.  

Gen 17:1-8   

 It is significant to note that thirteen full years have passed before we see record of God speaking to 

Abram again after his lapse of faith in seeking a child.  It seems almost as though God is trying to tell him 

something, to remind Abram of just who He is.  The word “before” in verse one is translated from the 

Hebrew word “paw-neem” and one meaning of this word is “the face(as the part that turns)” and it is a 

plural word.  This plurality reminds us of the plurality of God.  We have a triune God and all three of 

Him see us at all times.  We sometimes have to be reminded that God sees us in all that we do and we are 

to try and grow and walk in the direction that He is looking. 

The word “be” in this verse is translated from the Hebrew word “haw-yaw” which means to “exist, be, 

become, come to pass;”   and it is always emphatic.  It is never simply spoken but is said with emphasis.  

And the word “perfect” in this verse is translated from the Hebrew word “taw-meem” and it means 

“entire, integrity, truth.”  So we see that this opening verse of chapter seventeen may have been a mild 

rebuke.  God is saying in a sense, “Abram you’ve been going your own way thirteen years now.  You have 



forgotten what I promised you but I have not forgotten, I AM  GOD!  Get back in line with me and grow 

to maturity.” 

That is the only way for us to grow in the Lord, to walk before Him, or to go the way He wants us to go.  

This is also a picture of the fact that a child of God can look like they are alright on the outside, and still 

not be where they ought to be in their relationship with God.  We don’t believe that Abram lapsed into 

gross sin.  We know from what we have already seen that he was a righteous man who had just  gotten 

away from God.   

We see in this verse, the desire of the heart of God for His children, “walk before me”,  “be perfect.”   

God wants to bless us; He wants us to have His very best, yet we limit God as to what He can do for us 

sometimes.  Who knows but that God might have given Isaac to them long before if  they had only waited 

on Him.  So God wants us to “walk before” Him and blessings will not be hindered. 

Be “perfect” or be “entire,  complete, mature,” the only way to grow in the Lord is to  live according to 

His will, and His word is how we do this.  Abram had some doubt as to the ability of God to fulfill this 

promise, so he wanted to help God out.  In his immaturity he took matters into his own hands.  Even 

today Israel is suffering for this sin of Abram.  Look at the far east.  There is no peace over there.  Why? 

The continuing war between the descendants of Isaac and Ishmael.  Ant it is also worth noting that at 

other times  that Abram has failed to follow God, God reminded us that the Canaanite and the Perizzite 

were in the land.  We noted that this seemed to be a reminder that there were others watching him and 

that they could see his lack of faith in God at those times that he faltered.   

Things have not changed.  The world see’s us and notices if we do not live up to the faith which we 

profess.  What we have before us in chapter seventeen of Genesis is a man who, by all appearances is 

living in God’s will. Because he looks ok on the outside and the world would never think that there was 

anything wrong on the inside  The same can be said for much of the professing church in our day.  Many 

are, by all appearances right with God; yet in their hearts they are not following the Will of God.  We see 

that Abram had gotten in the flesh, as we studied last week, to help God out.  Now we see Abram weak in 

faith in the seventeenth verse of our study as he laughs at God’s promise of a son.  Sometimes we all get 

weak in our faith and we will try to work in the flesh in order to  help God out in our own lives.  We just 

want to make sure that He succeeds in blessing us so we try and obtain by works that which is given by 

promise. 

It is at times like these that God shows up  to remind us “My covenant is with thee,”  Just as He did 

Abram.  If you will recall in 15:4 God had  promised Abram that his servant Eliezer would not be his 

heir, but one from his own bowels.  In 15:5 God promised Abram children as the stars of the heaven for 

multitude. And God further made this covenant in 15:17.  This one sided covenant from God, too Abram.  

It depends solely upon God. 

This may be why God says what He does to Abram, “I am the Almighty God.”  To remind Abram in his 

weakness that God is not weak but is still God.  The words “Almighty God” are translated from the 

Hebrew name for God, “El shaddai”, which means “all sufficient.  In speaking to Abram God 

immediately reminds him that He is still God.  

And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my covenant therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee in their 

generations. This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and you and thy seed after thee; Every 



man child among you shall be circumcised. And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be 

a token of the covenant between me and you.  And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, 

every man child in your generations, he that is born in the house, or bought with money of any stranger, 

which is not of thy seed. He that is born in thy house, and he that is bought with thy money, must needs be 

circumcised: and my covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant. And the uncircumcised 

man child whose flesh of his foreskin is not circumcised, that soul shall be cut off from his people; he hath 

broken my covenant.  

Gen 17:9-14   

In 17:12 we have a very amazing command. 

“And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you.” 

What is the significance of this command? 

It was in the later 20
th

 century when doctors discovered that the clotting factors in human blood peaked 

on the eighth day of life.  If there had been a circumcision performed before then, the child may have 

bled to death.  Only God could have known that.  Abram had no way of knowing.   

In verses 15-17 we see God again giving Abram assurance of children by Sarah. And here we see the 

weakness of this great man’s faith on display.   

And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall her 

name be. And I will bless her, and give thee a son also of her: yea, I will bless her, and she shall be a mother 

of nations; kings of people shall be of her. Then Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in his 

heart, Shall a child be born unto him that is a hundred years old? and shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, 

bear?  

Gen 17:15-17   

1.   his outward reaction was to laugh 

2.   his inward reaction was to doubt-question 

3.   his fleshly reaction was to ask compensation, because of his own doubt 

“Oh that Ishmael might live before thee,”  note this:  God has given Abram some great and wonderful 

promises.  God has even sworn by Himself that He shall perform these promises.  And Abram is still 

seeking second rate blessing.  After God has again reaffirmed his promise Abram holds up the works that 

he has done in the flesh and asks God to bless it.  He does this in doubt.  He doubts God’s ability to do as 

He said so he holds Ishmael up to God and begs a blessing.  And we still carry on this tradition of our 

father of the faithful.  God rewards faithfulness, and if  we will walk by faith, live by faith, worship by 

faith, and work by faith, God IS going to bless.  We also see another awesome picture of the longsuffering 

of our wonderful God in His kind answer to Abrams request.  

And Abraham said unto God, O that Ishmael might live before thee! And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear 

thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I will establish my covenant with him for an 

everlasting covenant, and with his seed after him.   And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee: Behold, I have 

blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly; twelve princes shall he beget, and 

I will make him a great nation.                     Gen 17:18-20   

God granted him his request but still made it quite clear that this was not the chosen seed, and that the 

chose seed would be blessed above the other.   



But my covenant will I establish with Isaac, which Sarah shall bear unto thee at this set time in the next year. 

And he left off talking with him, and God went up from Abraham.  

Gen 17:21-22 

 

And God leaves off talking at this  point as if saying unto Abram, “I have spoken, and I will perform it.”  

There was no further need for discussion on the matter.  God’s word is final.  Abram was finally 

beginning to understand this and we  can tell by his actions in the next verses.  Abram wasted no time in 

being obedient to the commandment.   

And Abraham took Ishmael his son, and all that were born in his house, and all that were bought with his 

money, every male among the men of Abraham's house; and circumcised the flesh of their foreskin in the 

selfsame day, as God had said unto him.   And Abraham was ninety years old and nine, when he was 

circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin.   And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old, when he was 

circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin.   In the selfsame day was Abraham circumcised, and Ishmael his 

son.   And all the men of his house, born in the house, and bought with money of the stranger, were 

circumcised with him.  

Gen 17:23-27   


