
Genesis 

Lesson 22 
Genesis 18:1-15 

“And the Lord appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre: and he sat in the tent door in the heat of the 

day;” 

In Abraham’s day, it was common practice for people to rest and refresh themselves about mid-day; 

much as the custom in Mexico of taking siesta around noon.  It was also customary for one to watch for 

the opportunity to be a blessing to those who may pass by in the heat of the day.  As we have observed 

before, the name “Mamre” means “fatness” according to Dr. Scoffield’s dictionary of proper names.  

This tells us that Abraham was in a place of blessing and we see that while he was there he was yet 

mindful of the passers by that he might minister too.   

On this day the bible tells us that Abraham was in the tent door refreshing himself and “lo, three men 

stood by him.”   This little word “lo” here means “behold”.  We see that as Abraham sat and watched for 

the opportunity to be a blessing, then suddenly it was upon him that he might exercise his desire and help 

some poor weary traveler on his way.  And, “behold”, look at who showed up.  It is ever the way of our 

Wonderful God to be there to reward us when our hearts are in the right place.   

Too often we find ourselves in the heat of battle in this world and fail to take notice of our fellows who 

may be in need of our assistance.  So caught up are we at times in our own needs that we fail to see the 

needs of others which may often be much greater than our own.  But here we see Abraham with his heart 

in the right place and ready to bless and God shows up on the scene to bless him even more. 

Notice Abraham’s conduct in verses 2-8. 

He approaches in humility, and then he offers himself; he opened his home to them and offered them 

food and rest.  Being thus minded, why would God not bless him?  God came to him.    

Notice also that Abraham served willingly.  He placed himself into the position of a lowly slave serving his 

master.  He was humble and was quick to be so, as we read he “hastened” the preparations being made.  

Many times we miss a blessing because we wait too long or we just fail to see the opportunity.  Abraham 

obviously had a heart for others because he hastened to fulfill the task when presented the opportunity. 

He sought to involve his “house” in this service.  Notice that he went right to Sarah in verse 6 and invited 

her to share this great opportunity of blessing.  It is true that God blesses us as individuals but we should 

sometimes allow others to partake with us in our burden that they may also share in the blessing. 

Notice also in verses 7-8 that he presents his best.  Abraham went a picked a calf himself.  He did not 

entrust anyone else with this job but made sure that God had his best.  He gave the best he had.  

“a calf tender, and good” 



“and he took butter and milk, and the calf” 

And we see that not only did he seek to be a blessing, get others involved, and offer his best, but he also 

took the place of a servant.   

“and he stood by them under the tree and they did eat.” 

This great man Abraham, who was blessed of the “Most High God” and known to be a great man among 

men;  this great warrior who had proven victorious in battle against impossible odds; the master of a 

great and large household; showed great humility.  He was willing to stand by and serve others.  Though 

he was master of his own house, and a great man, he was humble enough to stand in the place of a bond 

slave while others reclined and enjoyed a relaxing meal and refreshment. 

No doubt the apostle Paul was remembering this when he wrote Hebrews 13:2.  

Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.   

   

Heb 13:2   
 

And we see in verse 10 that God pronounced the blessing upon Abraham and Sarah and granted them 

their desire of a child at last in verse 10. 

And in the following verses we see that in addition to the blessing of Abraham and Sarah, these three 

visitors had other business to attend too.  Notice… 

“And the men rose up from thence and looked toward Sodom:” 

They were intent upon the business before them.  These visitors who had come to Abraham on an errand 

of Grace now had an errand of judgment to conduct on Sodom.  It is here that we see some of the 

wonderful rewards of being faithful and staying close to God.  Notice Abraham’s conduct.  He has served 

in humility, willingly taken the place of a servant, and now he is walking with them down the road.  He 

wants to be near them, loves their company, and as a good host, he see’s his guests on their way.  But this 

faithfulness too is rewarded. 

In going with them to “bring them on their way,” Abraham shows them honour.  He was not wanting to 

part with such good company and he wanted to let them know this.  In return God shared His purpose 

concerning Sodom with Abraham.  And even more, God allowed Abraham the freedom to speak his 

mind with Him.  This is the most intimate and powerful kind of fellowship.  Having taken Abraham into 

covenant relationship with Himself in chapter 17 we now see Abraham admitted into more intimate 

“communion” with God as a man of counsel. 

We see God’s thoughts concerning Abraham in verses 17-19, where we have his resolution to make 

known to him his purposes concerning Sodom, with the reason for it.  We see that ancient principle “he 

that loves to walk with wise men shall be wise.” (Proverbs 13:20) 

[Jewish tradition suggests that God admitted Abraham into counsel because He had given the land of  Canaan to Abraham and his 

seed, therefore He would not destroy those cities without Abraham’s knowledge and consent.”] 

This is a picture of the fact that God will do for us what we need, yet God will not force Himself or His 

will upon us, He always gives us a choice.    



God gives two other reasons for this communion with Abraham:  

FIRST: He has a particular kindness and favour toward Abraham and Abraham shall be blessed as we 

see in verse 18. (we also see here that God reminds us of the promise of  Messiah.) 

NOTE   “The secret of the Lord is with those that fear him”  

 Psalm 25:14   Proverbs 3:22 

Those that live in faithful communion with God will know more of God’s will and purpose than other 

people.  Not in a prophetic sense but with a prudent and practical knowledge.  Those who walk close to 

God will be blessed with a better fore-sight of what is to come, at least as to their guidance and comfort. 

SECOND:  God allows Abraham into this place of counsel is given in verse 19. 

“For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the 

way of the Lord,” 

Abraham led his family and his house in worship.  He performed the commandment of God concerning 

the circumcision.  According to God’s own words in verse 19 he was careful to teach and rule them well.  

The man of the house as the master of the house should guide and direct all that are under his roof.  A 

man is responsible to God for the way that he leads, disciplines and restrains his family.   

And notice what it was that Abraham taught his household… 

“To keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgement;” 

NOTE  We also see in verse 19 that failure to do this can have a disastrous effect.  Notice the results of 

being faithful to do the work in the first half of verse 19.  

“That the Lord may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.” 

The sons of Eli and his posterity were judged forever because he did not restrain them and lead his house 

as he should have. (I Samuel 3:11-14)  Eli was irresponsible concerning his duties as the master of his 

house and therefore the blessings God had placed upon the descendants of Aaron concerning the 

priesthood were lost. 

How does that apply to us today? 

“Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not depart from it.”  

Proverbs 2:26 

“And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” 

Acts 16:31 

The word “believe” in this verse carries with it much greater meaning than a simple mental assent 

toward Jesus Christ but it implies a faith that entrusts one’s spiritual well being to Christ.  This type of 

belief or faith is that which will guide our actions. 

“And he believed in the Lord; and he counted it too him for righteousness.” 



Genesis 15:6 

Therefore we see that Abraham believed, and with a belief that guided his life in every aspect, including 

being the master of his house.  Abraham is one picture of a man who obeyed and God kept His family 

after him as long as they exercised that same faith. 

We see that Abraham was faithful in this in verse 19.  And we also see pictured here that those who make 

good use of their knowledge shall yet know more. 

God tells Abraham His plans in these next verses, notice verses 18-23.  God did not have to say “I am 

going to destroy the city.” Abraham knew because “He believed God.”  Abraham knew that it was a 

wicked place and that God would destroy it.  He did not have to be convinced that God would judge sin, 

and execute judgment on that place.  HE KNEW GOD!   

This truth trouble me when we look at America and all the big name preachers and religions which 

forbid their followers to use good judgment.  If they believed God with a faith that was great enough to 

guide them they would know that God will not let America keep going the way that she is headed.  There 

is a place at which God will judge sin.  America will pay for her iniquities.  Yet every time we see a 

religious leader speak publicly of judgment the whole world cries out for an apology.  They label truth as 

“hate-speech”. 

This also tells us some things about religion in America.  I am talking about “Christianity”.  When men 

can preach the truth and be suddenly and viciously attacked and goaded into an apology for telling the 

truth we are in a horrible and a fearful state.  A truly fearful state.  It is time for those who truly believe 

the word of God, who truly believe in God, to stand up and take notice. 

When a nation gets in an uproar over a man telling the truth according to scripture and demands that he 

apologize and retract his statements, it is not that man that is being rejected, it is God.  This is open and 

hateful rebellion.  It is not that man they seek an apology from, they are demanding, indirectly, an 

apology from God Himself.  God has nothing to apologize for, God has not changed, America has. 

 Abraham knew God, and he knew the men of Sodom, so he knew what would happen if God went down 

there.  Nowhere do we see that God told Abraham that He would destroy the city, but Abraham knew.  

He knew that if God went down there; that would be the end of Sodom.  That God would destroy that 

wicked place.  We had already noted in a previous study that the men of Sodom were exceedingly wicked.  

(Genesis 13:13) 

The most forgotten aspect of God’s personality in this day is His wrath.  Abraham still understood that 

God would judge sin.  Even though he had been blessed and had been enjoying the Grace of God, he still 

understood that there was wrath also.  This knowledge coupled with Abraham’s love and concern for 

others is what caused Abraham to intercede for someone else with God. 

Looking now at our text, 

And the LORD said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very 

grievous; I will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry of it, which 

is come unto me; and if not, I will know.  And the men turned their faces from thence, and went toward 

Sodom: but Abraham stood yet before the LORD. And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also 

destroy the righteous with the wicked? Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the city: wilt thou 



also destroy and not spare the place for the fifty righteous that are therein?  That be far from thee to do 

after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked: and that the righteous should be as the wicked, 

that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right? And the LORD said, If I find in 

Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes.  

Gen 18:20-26   

We see that Abraham must have had a very clear and real vision in his heart for the people that he loved.  

For, no doubt Lot and his family were foremost in his thoughts, especially at this moment.  It is notable 

that this is the first prayer that the bible records.  We can see the fearful respect that Abraham has in his 

approach to God.  But we also see his boldness in his importunity.  He was going to ask for all that he 

could. 

We see here a contrast between Abraham and Lot.  

1.   Lot lived in Sodom, but God revealed His purpose to Abraham. 

2.   Lot was, according to 2Peter 2, a child of God, yet God did not show him what was to befall him. 

3.   Abraham’s first reaction was to intercede for others, for their benefit.  When Lot finally was told 

what was coming (19:15)  he was loathe to part with that sinful crowd. (19:16) and he lingered until the 

angels had to remove him by force.  He loved his sin, he hated to see it taken away. 

 

Abraham shows us the work of  the intercessor.  As soon as he saw the men going to Sodom,  knowing 

that God was on His way down there, Abraham went right to work. (18:23) 

Now doubt his heart was set on his nephew.  We see his words in verse 23… “wilt thou also destroy the 

righteous with the wicked?” 

 

PLEASE NOTICE AND PONDER 

Abraham knew God and knew that what God had said, He would do.  He knew exactly how to approach 

God and how to ask God for what he wanted.  Notice that his prayer lined up with the word of God that 

He spoke in 17:13-14.  The covenant was everlasting.  Therefore Lot should, according to God’s word, be 

spared the judgment of the wicked.  This principle is also remembered by David in Psalm 1:5.  The 

righteous and the wicked shall not be judged together.   

The ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away.  Therefore the ungodly shall 
not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 

 Psa 1:4-5   

 

In Romans 14:10 Paul is writing to the church concerning brethren in Christ.   

But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at naught thy brother? for we shall all stand 
before the judgment seat of Christ.  

Rom 14:10   



In Revelation 20:11 we see the judgment of the wicked in the Great White Throne Judgment. (death and 

hell can not give up what they haven’t got, in Revelation 20:11-14 the saved are already with Christ. This 

is a portion of bible truth that completely destroys the teaching of one general judgment.   

Abraham knew that no one who was in covenant relationship with God was going to be judged as an 

outsider whom God “never knew”. 

We also see in Lot a solid example of the all but forgotten bible principle that “The Lord shall judge his 

people” (Hebrews 10:30) and again, concerning the children of God who lapse into sin, “the Lord 

knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations,” (2Peter 2:9).  And Abraham shows us a picture of 

a prayer warrior who, though he knows the wrong that Lot has done, he still loves him and is still willing 

to pray for him.  

Looking at Abraham’s prayer consider his multiple requests.  He recognized the character of God in his 

approach (verse 18).  He is not being disrespectful but more inquisitive.  He asks god about destroying…  

50 righteous in verse 24, 

45 righteous in verse 28, 

40 in verse 29, 

30 in verse 30, 

20 in verse 31 and, 

10 in verse 32. 

Why did Abraham stop at ten?  Let’s look at Genesis 19:12-14. 

And the men said unto Lot, Hast thou here any besides a son-in-law, and thy sons, and thy daughters? 
and whatsoever thou hast in the city, bring them out of this place: For we will destroy this place, because 
the cry of them is waxen great before the face of the LORD; and the LORD hath sent us to destroy it. And 
Lot went out, and spoke unto his sons-in-law, which married his daughters, and said, Up, get you out of 
this place; for the LORD will destroy this city. But he seemed as one that mocked unto his sons-in-law.  

Gen 19:12-14   
 
 

Notice how many there were in the city in Lot’s family… 

a son in law…tells of two people, a daughter and her husband… 

sons tells us of at least two more which brings the total to four people... 

daughters tells us that there were at least two more which brings the number up to at least six… 

and sons in law tells us of at least two more daughters and their husbands which brings us to the number 

of ten… 

Add to these Lot and his wife and Lot had at the very least 12 members of his own immediate family 

there in Sodom.  Abraham knew this and Abraham knew that if Lot had guided his house, the whole city 

would be spared.  Abraham did not just come out and say, “Lord, I have a nephew down there.” If Lot 



had simply guided his house as he should have he would have gone down in history at the only reason 

that God spared Sodom.  But shamefully, it was not so. 

How often do we fail God in our daily lives?  How well do we show the world a Godly example in the lives 

that we live?  What difference are we making in the lives of the people around us?  Oh, what a subject to 

ponder.  We should be careful how we live, because we can, we will, and we do make a difference, though 

we may not realize it now. 

 


