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In our opening verse in chapter 19 we see Lot sitting in the gate of Sodom.  It has been said by some that 

this would signify that Lot had gained some influence and had some authority in the city.  The gate was 

the place of resort for news and business.  And we have already seen that Lot had an eye and a mind for 

business.  This is where we find him seated.  In the gate of the city where much of the business that took 

place was conducted.  No doubt he had seen many merchant caravans come into the city to sell their 

wares.  He had probably seen much of the personal business of the townspeople that had been done 

before the elders in the gate of the city.   

It tells us something of Lot that when he saw these two men traveling alone, afoot, no company about 

them and no wares to sell; just two men walking, empty handed from the wilderness, empty-handed.  

Everyone seated there with him saw them, probably watched them from a long way off, until they had 

gotten to the city.  But Lot saw something in these men that none of the others about him was able to 

perceive. 

There are commentators who will say that Lot was just extending common courtesy to them, that he had 

no idea that they were angels.  There are some who will say that Lot knew they were angels.  Myself, I am 

of the persuasion that Lot knew who these men were, and for this reason… 

“and he made them a feast and did bake unleavened bread,” 

Leaven, throughout the word of God is a picture of sin.  If these strangers had been mere men Lot would, 

no doubt, have prepared bread for them in the usual way.  However, Lot was, according to 2Peter 2, a 

righteous man, though backslidden.  He did not lose his standing before God because he was backslidden, 

but he did suffer great loss and judgment for his sin. He was, as we have studied before, in a covenant 

relationship with God. 

The knowledge of God that Lot did possess, though he must have kept it hidden for the most part, was 

enough that when he saw these two strangers he knew that they were more than mere wayfarers.  

Therefore he was willing to, when it seems no one else took interest, open his home to them and entertain 

and comfort them until they were on their way. 

In verses 4 and 5 we see what Lot must have been expecting all along.  The men of the city, old, young, 

rich, poor, all of them, surrounded the house.  This despicable wickedness was indeed obvious and 

condemnable.  It mjust have been common practice, though, because it says that all the men of the city 

were there. (verse 4) 

In verses 6 through 9 we see a picture of what happens to a child of God, one who is in covenant 

relationship with God, when they choose to follow with wicked men.  We saw in our previous studies how 

that Lot chose to live there for the hope of financial security and stability.  He was going to try and 

benefit from a wicked city.  He chose to dwell among sinners for the sake of money. 



Notice how far Lot had sunk into the pit he had gotten into.  In verse 7 he calls these men “brethren”.  

We must be careful with whom we use such intimate terminology.  The word “brother” and the word 

“friend” are often mis-used today.  Not all are brothers and few are friends.  And most will turn on you 

when you prove to be less useful than they would wish. 

In verse 8 we see how far away from God Lot is.  I can’t imagine how that Lot could have sunk this low 

after so long a time living in the care of Abraham.  He offers the precious daughters that God has blessed 

him with.  A father, offering his own children as a sacrifice to the ungodly.  And he learned the painful 

lesson that you cannot satisfy the devil or his children, no matter what you are willing to give.  This is the 

same man who was taken captive and his uncle loved him enough to come to his rescue.  This same man, 

thought so little of his own daughters. 

But don’t be too hard on our back-slidden brother Lot.  Many a person in our day is doing just this with 

their children.  Many a Christian is willing to offer their children upon the altar of this present world in 

order to make for a more comfortable or peaceful lifestyle, or social standing.  We sacrifice our children 

when we ignore their needs and seek only to provide them with the various luxuries that men seem 

unable to survive without today.  We are willing to sacrifice what little time we have with our children 

today in order to buy all the wonderful “toys” that modern technology offers us to enjoy.  And we are so 

busy trying to earn the money to use these things that we never have time to be the mommas and the 

daddys that we ought to be.  Our children grow up never getting to know their parents and they leave our 

homes thinking that we are just like dumb animals, our only purpose is to feed and clothe the next 

generation, so that they can feed and clothe the next generation.  We act as if we are to gather all of the 

wealth and comfort that this life offers so that when we die our children can know comfort, or how to get 

it.  And by the time that we are dead and gone they believe that the only thing in life is the “good stuff” 

that this world has to offer, the luxuries.  The boats, cars, big houses, four-wheelers, and every modern 

convenience that money can buy; and most never give any thought to the true riches because we have not 

shown them what the true riches are, we have thrown them away on the altar of this present world and 

when our children are in hell they will spend eternity sorrowing because mom and dad never taught them 

of this awful place because they were so busy making a living that they just didn’t have time to talk with 

them or to take them to the house of God.   

Yes, Lot is a good picture of most church folks in our present day. 

In verse 9 we see the same old story of sin.  A child of God may lapse into sin, may begin to keep company 

with the ungodly, but there will come a stopping place.  There will come a time when things have just 

gone too far and they want to stop, “wait a minute, this is too much!”  This is that point at which that 

crowd that welcomed you in will turn on you and remind you that you really don’t belong anyway.  Your 

sin will find you out, and may destroy you and those that you love. 

Praise God, looking again at 2Peter 2:9 God knows how to deliver His own.  But look at the price.  And 

here in verses 10 and 11 these two men delivered Lot from the men of Sodom.  And it was then that they 

told Lot what they were about to do in verses 12 and 13. 

Next we see the sad result of living in sin, not keeping your testimony before your family and neighbors.  

Lot had no witness before his own family.  Notice the events just prior to the destruction of the cities of 

the plain; Beginning at the men at the door being smitten with blindness.  God, in His Sovereign Grace, 

gives Lot the opportunity to gather his family and remove them to safety before it was too late.  This is a 



wonderful illustration of the long-suffering of God who is not willing that any should perish (2Peter3:9).  

We are now living in an age in which God has shown us the mercy and grace of allowing us the time that 

we have here to reach out to our loved ones, our friends, acquaintances, and the world, with the gospel 

message.  We have been entrusted with the responsibility of carrying the gospel to a lost and dying world.  

Lot went and testified to his sons in law of the terrible judgment of God about to befall the ungodly 

inhabitants of the city, but he seemed as one that mocked to his sons in law.   

This speaks of the importance of walking the talk of your Christianity.  We must live the faith that we 

claim to possess else we will be unsuccessful when we do witness.  And Lot learned this awful lesson at 

one of the most crucial times of his life; when his children’s lives depended on it.  His children had seen 

him live his life just like the rest of the world.  They had watched him in how he treated uncle Abraham.  

And we have those that watch us now.  Whether we know it or not we are under observation.  Our 

children watch us, our grandchildren watch us, they listen to us and they will make up their minds as to 

whether we are real or not by what they see and hear.  Take note of this fact.  Lot had several people in 

the house with him, they only took three with him out of the city.  This means that Lot had obviously not 

kept the covenant of the circumcision.  The only ones who were taken were the man’s wife and his virgin 

daughters all of whom he was still responsible for in the eyes of God. 

So we have a man who has no testimony before his family, neighbors, and friends.  Who had once been 

accepted by the people of Sodom but now that he had opposed them he was condemned by them.  

D. L. Moody once had a man come to him who had been in sin and wanted to come back to God.  He was 

counseling him until midnight, until the man finally realized that God loved him and would forgive him.  

He left Mr. Moody rejoicing but the next night he returned in despair.  He had spent the day trying to 

witness to his children and they had mocked him.  He said that now he realized too late that he had taken 

his children into the world and could not get them back again.  A terrible, terrible lesson to learn and to 

learn it too late.   

Look again at verses 15-17.  We see a picture of a man who, even though the bible tells us that he is 

righteous, he is loathe to leave this place.  Look again at what Peter said of him (2Peter 2:6-9).  It was 

hard for him to give up his sin.  Even though he was one of God’s people, it was hard to quit what he had 

started.  This should serve as a warning to us to “abstain from all appearance of evil.”  (1Thess. 5:22) and 

again to “come out from among them and be ye separate” (2Cor. 6:17).   

We see in Lot the reason, or several reasons to live a separated life.  It costs you more than it could ever 

cost to live for God. 

We notice also that in our text the angels hastened Lot.  But he “lingered”, or shall we say, “because he 

lingered, the angels hastened Lot.”  We saw that, according to the record of 2Peter, Lot did not like the 

place.  He knew it was a wicked and vile place.  But he had moved his family and made friends.  Now, 

even though he was not happy in his sin, he found it hard to leave.  One great danger of lapsing into sin is 

the natural ability of man’s nature to adjust and adapt to his environment.  Lot was used to this life.  

Remember, he was a man of great wealth.  That is how he came to be there.  Not doubt he had respect of 

the townspeople, influence in the government and community, and power in the business district.  

Carnally, Lot was satisfied and loathe to give it all up.  Sadly enough, however,  he had all of these things 

when he was with Abraham, but in Sodom it was on a grander scale and without Abraham’s supervision. 

Now he doesn’t want to give it all up.  He had allowed Satan a stronghold in his life and now it was going 



to cost him everything that he had.  This is what makes it so important that preachers preach things that 

seem hard to take sometimes.  This makes it important to teach the word of God in such a way as to try 

and make the church familiar with the word of God.  And it is doubly important to gain an 

understanding of how the word of God applies to our lives.  We all must know how to follow God’s word 

on a daily basis, in our decisions, our relationships and our conduct.  There will come a time that action 

must be taken.  There will be no time to hesitate or all will be lost.  Lot knew all night long that the city 

would be destroyed.  His sons in law probably didn’t take him seriously because they didn’t see him 

anxious to leave but reluctant, hesitant. 

Most men would have begun to immediately prepare for a hasty exit from the condemned city.  Judgment 

was about to fall.  Pack some clothes and groceries now for we must go come morning.  But no, Lot was 

not thinking of leaving, but of all that he stood to lose.  Are you living a life of preparation?  Does you 

family see your faith in your conduct?  Maybe we need to be hastened as Lot.  Sometimes the righteous 

need to be hastened in obedience to their Lord, and in coming out from the world, in seeking the good of 

their families, and in Spiritual things.  Why?  The flesh is weak, perseverance is difficult, the world has a 

very powerful influence, and we are very often too over occupied with the world to make sound and wise 

decisions. 

Lot was in sin, and indecisive about getting out of it even in the face of a direct warning from God:  These 

two angels had warned him, and still he hesitated, still he lingered.  And we see that these angels took 

hold of them and led them from the city. 

Looking again at 2Peter 2 we see that God knows how to deliver you out of the mess that you might get 

yourself into, but be warned, just as Lot lost all that he had, you can too. 


